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CORE VALUES 
a

The work of the Westside Communit\ Schools Special Services department is¬
inspired b\ four core values that align to our district mission statement.  These¬
core values remain at the forefront and are foundational to the practices we¬

implement each da\.  Decisions regarding the allocation of resources, teacher¬
selection, professional learning opportunities, and even the content of a child·s¬

IEP are all driven b\ the values upheld b\ the special services department.¬
a

 

EVIDENCE-BASED PRACTICES¬
We WUe high-SWaliV[, eXidence-baUed inUVTWcVionala
meVhodologieU Vo UeTXe all UVWdenVU in VheiT leaUVa

TeUVTicViXe enXiTonmenV; in VheiT neighboThooda
Uchool Vo Vhe eZVenV RoUUible.˲

 

INFORMED & ENGAGED IEP TEAMS¬
We U[UVemaVicall[ commWnicaVe and UVTaVegicall[a
collaboTaVe YiVh colleagWeU and familieU foT Vhea
RWTRoUe of deliXeTing eSWiVable and aRRToRTiaVea

URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU.¬

 

HIRING & DEVELOPING THE BEST¬
We UelecV, menVoT, and RTofeUUionall[ deXeloRa

URecial edWcaVoTU, YiVh Vhe goal of RWVVing Vhe beUVa
edWcaVoTU in fTonV of childTen, VheTeb[ incTeaUing oWTa

imRacV on UVWdenV oWVcomeU.¬

 

COMPLIANT & HIGH QUALITY IEPs¬
We cTeaVe, faciliVaVe, imRlemenV, and moniVoT SWaliV[,a
comRlianV, comRTehenUiXe ͲndiXidWali\ed EdWcaViona

PTogTamU (ͲEPU) VhaV dTiXe UVWdenV RTogTamming.¬
a
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TO OUR WESTSIDE COMMUNITY SCHOOLS PARENTS¬
¬
Parents, guardians, and families are ver\ important to a child·s education.  While¬
teachers, and even schools, can change from \ear to \ear, parents are the¬
constant connection between children and learning, both at home and at¬
school.  When children struggle in school or have identified disabilities, parents¬
face additional challenges to ensure that their children receive the best possible¬
education to meet their needs.  Often this means tr\ing to navigate the¬
complicated world of special education.  The purpose of this guide is to explain¬
the special education process so that, if \our son or daughter does receive¬
special education services, \ou can work effectivel\ with the school as a¬
member of \our child·s special education team.¬
¬
Special education services are intended to meet the unique needs of a child¬
that result from a disabilit\ and to assure that students with disabilities receive all¬
needed aids and services.  Special education laws and regulations are meant¬
to protect students with disabilities and ensure that the\ get the services and¬
assistance that ma\ be necessar\ to make effective progress.  The laws and¬
regulations are also ver\ complex.  We hope this guide will be helpful to \ou in¬
understanding the ke\ concepts of the law and how to be an effective¬
participant in the special education process.¬ ¬
¬
Research, histor\, and experience tell us that when parents are activel\ involved¬
in their child·s education, the child does better in school.  We hope this guide¬
will help \ou become an informed member of \our child·s special education¬
team so that \our child has the best possible opportunit\ to learn and enjo\¬
school.¬
¬
Educationall\ \ours,¬
¬
¬
¬
Kami Jessop, Ed.D.¬
Director of Special Services¬
Westside Communit\ Schools¬
909 S. 76th Street¬
Omaha, NE 68114¬
402-390-2100¬
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THE SPECIAL EDUCATION PROCESS AT-A-GLANCE 
a

There are 5 steps in the special education process anda
each step builds on the previous one:a

a

1  Identification & 
Referral 

Wheˡ ˬˢ˨˥ child i˦ ˦˨˦ˣec˧ed ˢf ha˩iˡg a˲
di˦abili˧ˬ, a ˥efe˥˥al, ˪hich i˦ a ˪˥i˧˧eˡ ˢ˥ ˢ˥al˲
˥eˤ˨e˦˧ fˢ˥ aˡ e˩al˨a˧iˢˡ, i˦ gi˩eˡ ˧ˢ ˧he˲
˦chˢˢl.˲

2  Evaluation 

The ˦chˢˢl ˧heˡ e˩al˨a˧e˦ ˧ˢ de˧e˥miˡe˲
˪he˧he˥ ˬˢ˨˥ child ha˦ a di˦abili˧ˬ a˦ ˪ell a˦˲
˧he ˡa˧˨˥e aˡd e˫˧eˡ˧ ˢf ˧he ˦ˣecial˲
ed˨ca˧iˢˡ aˡd ˥ela˧ed ˦e˥˩ice˦ ˬˢ˨˥ child˲
ˡeed˦.˲

3  Determination of 
Eligibility 

Ba˦ed ˢˡ ˧he ˥e˦˨l˧˦ ˢf ˧he e˩al˨a˧iˢˡ, a˲
˧eam decide˦ if ˬˢ˨˥ child i˦ eligible ˧ˢ˲
˥ecei˩e ˦ˣecial ed˨ca˧iˢˡ aˡd ˥ela˧ed˲
˦e˥˩ice˦.  Tˢ be fˢ˨ˡd eligible, ˧he ˧eam m˨˦˧˲
decide ˧ha˧ ˬˢ˨˥ child ha˦ a di˦abili˧ˬ aˡd a˲
ˡeed fˢ˥ ˦ˣecial ed˨ca˧iˢˡ ˦e˥˩ice˦.˲

4 
Development of 
an Individualized 
Education 
Program (IEP) 

If ˬˢ˨˥ child i˦ eligible ˧ˢ ˥ecei˩e ˦ˣecial˲
ed˨ca˧iˢˡ aˡd ˥ela˧ed ˦e˥˩ice˦, a ˧eam ˧heˡ˲
de˩elˢˣ˦ aˡd imˣlemeˡ˧˦ aˡ aˣˣ˥ˢˣ˥ia˧e IEP˲
˧ˢ mee˧ ˧he ˡeed˦ ˢf ˬˢ˨˥ child.  Thi˦ ˧eam˲
al˦ˢ decide˦ ˧he ˣa˥˧ic˨la˥ ˦e˥˩ice˦ ˧he child˲
˪ill ˥ecei˩e.  The IEP m˨˦˧ be ˥e˩ie˪ed aˡd˲
˥e˩i˦ed a˧ lea˦˧ aˡˡ˨allˬ.˲

5  Reevaluation 

A˧ lea˦˧ e˩e˥ˬ ˧h˥ee ˬea˥˦, a ˧eam m˨˦˧˲
˥ee˩al˨a˧e ˬˢ˨˥ child ˧ˢ de˧e˥miˡe ˪he˧he˥˲
ˬˢ˨˥ child cˢˡ˧iˡ˨e˦ ˧ˢ ˡeed ˦ˣecial˲
ed˨ca˧iˢˡ aˡd ˥ela˧ed ˦e˥˩ice˦, ˨ˡle˦˦ ˬˢ˨˲
aˡd ˧he ˦chˢˢl ag˥ee ˧ha˧ a ˥ee˩al˨a˧iˢˡ i˦˲
ˡˢ˧ ˡece˦˦a˥ˬ.˲

a
ThToWgh VhiU 5-UVeR RToceUU, all TeleXanV and comRTehenUiXe infoTmaVion iU gaVheTed anda
conUideTed b[ a gToWR of ReoRle, inclWding [oW, Vhe RaTenV, YiVhin ceTVain VimelineU anda

YiVh ceTVain RTocedWTal UafegWaTdU.  TimelineU helR Vo RTeXenV an[ dela[.  PTocedWTala
UafegWaTdU, Yhich aTe TighVU enViVled Vo [oW aU a RaTenV of a child YiVh a diUabiliV[, enUWTea

VhaV [oWT child iU RToXided a FTee ARRToRTiaVe PWblic EdWcaVion (FAPE).a a
a

Your involvement in each step of the process is important and encouraged!a a

¬
PARENT·S GUIDE TO SPECIAL EDUCATION / 5¬



 

WHAT IS SPECIAL EDUCATION? 
SRecial edWcaVionȽ meanU UReciall[ deUigned inUVTWcVion Vo meeV Vhe WniSWe needU of a childa
YiVh a diUabiliV[.  FoT all eligible indiXidWalU aged biTVh Vo 21, iV inclWdeU inUVTWcViona
condWcVed in a claUUToom, home, hoURiVal, inUViVWVion, oT oVheT UeVVing, aV no coUV Vo [oW,a
Vhe RaTenV.a

Special Education Services Look LikeϨ 

Specially Designed Instruction 
SReciall[ deUigned inUVTWcVionȽ meanU adaRVing, aU aRRToRTiaVe, Vo Vhe needU of Vhea
UVWdenV, Vhe conVenV, meVhodolog[, oT deliXeT[ of inUVTWcVion Vo:a

● addTeUU Vhe WniSWe needU of Vhe UVWdenV VhaV TeUWlV fTom Vhe UVWdenVǷUa
diUabiliV[; anda

● enUWTe acceUU of Vhe UVWdenV Vo Vhe geneTal edWcaVion cWTTicWlWm.a

Related Services 
RelaVed UeTXiceUȽ aTe Vhe deXeloRmenVal, coTTecViXe, and UWRRoTViXe UeTXiceU TeSWiTeda
Vo aUUiUV a UVWdenV YiVh a diUabiliV[ Vo benefiV fTom URecial edWcaVion, inclWding:a

● UReech-langWage VheTaR[a
● occWRaVional VheTaR[a
● Rh[Uical VheTaR[a
● deaf and haTd of heaTing UeTXiceUa
● XiUion, oTienVaVion, and mobiliV[ UeTXiceUa
● aUUiUViXe Vechnolog[a
● healVh UeTXiceUa
● coWnUelinga
● RU[chological UeTXiceUa
● Uocial YoTk UeTXiceUa
● VTanURoTVaViona

a
The liUV of TelaVed UeTXiceU iU noV eZhaWUViXe and ma[ inclWde oVheT deXeloRmenVal,a
coTTecViXe, oT UWRRoTViXe UeTXiceU if Vhe[ aTe TeSWiTed foT a child YiVh a diUabiliV[ Voa
benefiV fTom URecial edWcaVion.  The V[Re and amoWnV of TelaVed UeTXiceU a childa
needU aTe deVeTmined b[ Vhe ͲEP Team.a

Supplementary Aids & Services 
Ͳn addiVion Vo TelaVed UeTXiceU, Uome UVWdenVU ma[ TeSWiTe addiVional helR Voa
UWRRoTV VheiT leaTning.  TheUe ȽUWRRlemenVaT[ aidU and UeTXiceUȽ ma[ inclWde aidU,a
UeTXiceU, and oVheT UWRRoTVU VhaV aTe RToXided in geneTal edWcaVion claUUeU oT oVheTa
edWcaVion-TelaVed UeVVingU Vo enable childTen YiVh diUabiliVieU Vo be edWcaVed YiVha
nondiUabled childTen Vo Vhe maZimWm eZVenV aRRToRTiaVe.  FoT eZamRle:a

● in-claUU UWRRoTV Vo RaTViciRaVe/UVa[ on-VaUka
● lWnch and TeceUU UWRRoTV/UWReTXiUiona
● VoileVinga
● healVh caTeUa
● Uign langWage inVeTRTeVaViona

¬
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Continuum of Services 
SRecial edWcaVion can inclWde a XaTieV[ of inUVTWcVional aTTangemenVU, ofVen TefeTTeda
Vo aU a ȽconVinWWm of UeTXiceUȽ.  A UVWdenVǷU URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU aTea
indiXidWali\ed and ma[ fall an[YheTe along Vhe conVinWWm UhoYn beloY:a a

a

Special Education in Westside Community Schools 
The mission of the Westside Communit[ School District, as an innovative educationala
s[stem, is to ensure academic excellence and to serve the unique needs of all learners.a
a
Westside Communit[ Schools relies heavil[ on the eZpertise, training, dedication,a
and resilienc[ of special education staff to provide qualit[ services to students witha
disabilities. Ƚ SeTXing UVWdenVU fTom biTVh VhToWgh age VYenV[-one, ToWghl[ one-hWndTeda
URecial edWcaVoTU, inclWding UReech-langWage RaVhologiUVU, Uchool RU[chologiUVU,a
occWRaVional VheTaRiUVU, a VeacheT of Vhe XiUWall[ imRaiTed, a Rh[Uical VheTaRiUV, a VeacheT ofa
Vhe deaf and haTd of heaTing, URecial edWcaVion ǺTeUoWTceǻ VeacheTU, behaXioT faciliVaVoTU,a
and aUUiUViXe Vechnolog[ URecialiUVU YoTk in WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU.a a
a
TheUe URecial edWcaVoTU aTe TeURonUible foT meeVing Vhe needU of UVWdenVU eligible WndeTa
an[ of Vhe VhiTVeen UVaVe-Tecogni\ed diUabiliV[ caVegoTieU: aWViUm, deaf-blindneUU,a
deXeloRmenVal dela[, emoVional diUVWTbance, heaTing imRaiTmenV, inVellecVWal diUabiliV[,a
mWlViRle imRaiTmenVU, oTVhoRedic imRaiTmenV, oVheT healVh imRaiTmenV, URecific leaTninga
diUabiliV[, UReech-langWage imRaiTmenV, VTaWmaVic bTain injWT[, and XiUWal imRaiTmenVa
inclWding blindneUU.  SRecial edWcaVoTU meeV Vhe eXeT-changing and eXolXing needU ofa
UVWdenVU on a dail[ baUiU.a
a
The diXeTUiV[ of Vhe UVWdenV RoRWlaVion TeSWiTeU Vhe RToXiUion of nWmeToWU UReciali\eda
UeTXiceU fTom highl[-VTained edWcaVoTU.  SRecial edWcaVion VeacheTU aTe aUUigned diTecVl[ Voa
bWildingU Uo VhaV each elemenVaT[, middle, and high Uchool haU URecial edWcaViona
RTofeUUionalU deXoVed Vo meeVing UVWdenV needU.  Ͳn addiVion Vo Vhe VTadiVional edWcaVionala
UeVVingU, URecial RTogTamU, UWch aU Vhe 18-21 [eaT old VTanUiVion RTogTam, alVeTnaViXe higha
Uchool, oT 3-5 [eaT old RTeUchool RTogTamU, aTe UimilaTl[ UVaffed.a a
a
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AU ofVen aU RoUUible, UeTXiceU aTe RToXided Vo UVWdenVU in VheiT neighboThood UchoolU, YiVha
Vhe majoTiV[ of UeTXiceU occWTTing alongUide UVWdenVUǷ Uame-age ReeTU, in Vhe geneTala
edWcaVion claUUToomU.  When neceUUaT[, UVWdenVU Yho haXe moTe UignificanV needU oTa
challengeU TeceiXe inUVTWcVion in a URecial edWcaVion claUUToom, Uelf-conVained enXiTonmenVa
YiVhin VheiT home-Uchool, oT eXen a UeRaTaVe UeVVing YiVhin Vhe diUVTicV, UWch aU aa
UReciali\ed behaXioT claUUToom oT hoURiVal UeVVing.  Ͳn addiVion Vo Vhe Tole ceTVified Veachinga
UVaff Rla[U, edWcaVional aUUiUVanVU (ǺRaTaUǻ) alUo UWRRoTV and RToXide edWcaVional UeTXiceU Voa
UVWdenVU YiVh diUabiliVieU.a a
a
WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU URecial edWcaVoTU aTe TeSWiTed Vo YeaT man[ haVU.  NoV onl[a
aTe Vhe[ TeURonUible foT deUigning and RToXiding diTecV inVeTXenVion UeTXiceU Vo UVWdenVU,a
deXeloRing comRTehenUiXe ͲEPU VhaV gWide Vhe edWcaVional RTogTamming, RaTViciRaVing ina
RTofeUUional deXeloRmenV and VTaining UeUUionU, aU Yell aU gaVheTing and TeXieYing daVaa
foT UVWdenVU on VheiT caUeload; URecial edWcaVoTU aTe alUo TeURonUible foT meeVing Vhea
needU of familieU dWTing Vhe ͲEP RToceUU.a

Westside Community Schools Special Education Programs 

Ea˥lˬ Childhˢˢd Sˣecial Ed˨ca˧iˢˡ˲

Birth to Age Three 
EaTl[ inVeTXenVion fTom biTVh Vo age VhTee (PaTV C of ͲDEA) focWUeU ona
emRoYeTing familieU Vo meeV Vhe deXeloRmenVal needU of VheiTa
childTen, Tecogni\ing VhaV caTegiXeTU haXe Vhe moUV imRacV on a childǷUa
deXeloRmenV aV VhiU age.  T[Ricall[ RToXided in naVWTal enXiTonmenVU,a
UWch aU Vhe childǷU home, VheUe UeTXiceU and oWVcomeU foT Vhe childa
and famil[ aTe defined in an ͲndiXidWali\ed Famil[ SeTXice Plan (ͲFSP).a a

Preschool Age 
FTom age VhTee WnVil a child enVeTU kindeTgaTVen, WeUVUide CommWniV[a
SchoolU UeTXeU childTen Yho aTe eligible WndeT PaTV B of ͲDEA.  UndeTa
PaTV B, Vhe ͲFSP iU TeRlaced b[ an ͲndiXidWali\ed EdWcaVion PTogTama
(ͲEP), Yhich conVainU goalU and objecViXeU Vo addTeUU [oWT childǷUa
WniSWe needU in Vhe Uchool UeVVing.  ChildTen aV VhiU age ma[ TeceiXea
URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU aV UndeTYood HillU EaTl[ Childhood CenVeT,a
oT YiVhin one of Vhe WeUVUide FoWndaVion eaTl[ childhood cenVeTU,a
locaVed in man[ of oWT elemenVaT[ bWildingU, oT in a commWniV[-baUeda
cenVeT YiVhin oWT diUVTicV boWndaTieU.a a
a
WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU offeTU UeXeTal inclWUiXe RTeUchoola
claUUToomU YiVhin Vhe UndeTYood HillU locaVion. T[Ricall[ deXeloRinga
RTeUchooleTU UeTXe aU Tole modelU Yho haXe age-aRRToRTiaVea
cogniViXe and RTe-academic UkillU, langWage UkillU, Uocial-emoVionala
UkillU, behaXioT, and fine and gToUU moVoT UkillU.  TheUe eZReTienceU ina
Vhe eaTl[ leaTning claUUToomU aTe Vhe foWndaVion foT inclWUiXea
RTacViceU in WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU.a

¬
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Elemeˡ˧a˥ˬ Sˣecial Ed˨ca˧iˢˡ˲
ComRTehenUiXe URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU aTe RToXided in each of oWT Vena
elemenVaT[ UchoolU.  To Vhe eZVenV aRRToRTiaVe, childTen YiVh diUabiliVieU aTea
UeTXed in VheiT neighboThood Uchool, alongUide VheiT geneTal edWcaViona
ReeTU, TegaTdleUU of diUabiliV[.  SWRRoTVU RToXided XaT[ deRending on [oWTa
childǷU URecific academic, Uocial, behaXioTal, healVh, Rh[Uical, and dail[ liXinga
needU.a

Middle Schˢˢl & High Schˢˢl Sˣecial Ed˨ca˧iˢˡ˲
AU in all WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU bWildingU, URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU aVa
Vhe middle and high Uchool leXelU aTe deVeTmined b[ [oWT childǷU ͲEP Veam.a
Common UeTXiceU YiVhin Vhe UecondaT[ URecial edWcaVion conVinWWm inclWde:a

● Co-VaWghV oT collaboTaViXe inUVTWcVion RToXided dWTing URecifica
co-VaWghV claUUeU.  TheUe claUUeU aTe VaWghV b[ boVh a ceTVified UReciala
edWcaVion VeacheT and a ceTVified geneTal edWcaVion conVenV-aTeaa
VeacheT.a

● ReUoWTce oT AUUiUVed LeaTning (AL) ReTiodU.  SVWdenVU ma[ bea
aUUigned one oT moTe ReTiod(U) of ReUoWTce oT AL each da[.  ReUoWTcea
oT AL Vime, UVaffed b[ Vhe URecial edWcaVion deRaTVmenV, Yill be WUeda
Vo YoTk on UVWdenV ͲEP goalU, RToXide inVeTXenVionU, oT UWRRoTV Vhea
comRleVion of aUUignmenVU.a

● PWll-oWV oT UWRRlemenVal academic inUVTWcVion RToXided aU needed.a
SVWdenVU YiVh moTe UignificanV academic deficiVU in Vhe aTeaU ofa
Teading, YTiVing, and maVh ma[ be UeTXed in a RWll-oWV model.a
DeciUionU TegaTding RaTViciRaVion in geneTal langWage aTVU and maVha
claUUeU aTe made aU an ͲEP Veam.a

● ͲnUVTWcVion on alVeTnaVe cWTTicWlWm UVandaTdU iU RToXided VhToWgha
claUUeU URecificall[ deUigned foT UVWdenVU Yho TeSWiTe eZVenUiXea
UWRRoTV in Vhe aTeaU of academicU and/oT fWncVional, dail[ liXing UkillU.a
TheUe coWTUeU VaTgeV boVh Vhe UVaVe eZVended indicaVoTU and UVWdenVUǷa
indiXidWal ͲEP goalU.a

We˦˧ Camˣ˨˦ Sˣecial Ed˨ca˧iˢˡ˲
WeUVUide High School WeUV CamRWU, an eZVenUion of Vhe main camRWU, offeTUa
a UmalleT, moTe indiXidWali\ed leaTning enXiTonmenV foT UVWdenVU.aa
The WeUVUide BoaTd of EdWcaVion XoVed in FebTWaT[ 2016 Vo Tename Vhea
camRWU, foTmeTl[ knoYn aU Vhe WeUVUide High School CaTeeT CenVeT, Voa
maVch iVU TeneYed focWU and faciliVieU.  SVWdenVU VTanUiVion Vo WHSWC foT aa
XaTieV[ of TeaUonU.  Ͳn Vhe UmalleT, UVTWcVWTed leaTning enXiTonmenV, UVWdenVUa
aTe able Vo leaTn UkillU Vo helR Vhem gTadWaVe fTom high Uchool and RTeRaTea
foT VheiT RoUV-UecondaT[ RlanU of eiVheT enVeTing Vhe YoTkfoTce, miliVaT[, oTa
college.  AU in all oVheT WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU, URecial edWcaViona
UeTXiceU aTe RToXided aV WHSWC in accoTdance YiVh UVWdenV ͲEPU.a

˲
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T˥aˡ˦i˧iˢˡ P˥ˢg˥am˲
The WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU TTanUiVion PTogTam iU a commWniV[-baUeda
RTogTam YiVh a Yide XaTieV[ of job VTaining UiVeU and YoTk eZReTiencea
VhToWghoWV Omaha foT UVWdenVU Yho aTe aRRToZimaVel[ 18 Vo 21 [eaTU ofa
age.  The RTogTam RToXideU oRRoTVWniVieU foT adWlV leaTneTU Vo eZReTiencea
UeXeTal non-Raid XocaVional UiVeU, RTacVice fWncVional liXing UkillU in ana
aRaTVmenV UeVVing, inVeTacV Uociall[, and acceUU TecTeaVion and leiUWTea
acViXiVieU in Vhe commWniV[ Uo VhaV comfoTVable ToWVineU and TelaVionUhiRUa
can be eUVabliUhed.a

P˥ˢjec˧ SEARCH˲
WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU haU RaTVneTed YiVh ChildTenǷU HoURiVal anda
Medical CenVeT foT oWT PTojecV SEARCH RTogTam UiVe.  ThiU one-[eaTa
Uchool-Vo-YoTk RTogTam iU bWUineUU-led and VakeU Rlace enViTel[ in Vhea
YoTkRlace dWTing Vhe UVWdenVǷU final [eaT of edWcaVion.  The eZReTiencea
inclWdeU a combinaVion of claUUToom inUVTWcVion, caTeeT eZRloTaVion, anda
handU-on VTaining VhToWgh YoTkUiVe ToVaVionU.  Ͳn addiVion Vo ChildTenǷUa
HoURiVal, WeUVUide RaTVneTU YiVh NebTaUka VocaVional RehabiliVaVion, Vhea
CommiUUion foT Vhe Blind and ViUWall[ ͲmRaiTed, AUUiUViXe Technolog[a
PaTVneTUhiR, and DiXiUion of DeXeloRmenVal DiUabiliVieU.aa

i66 Beha˩iˢ˥al P˥ˢg˥am˲
The i66 BehaXioTal PTogTam iU an in-diUVTicV RTogTam aXailable aV Vhea
elemenVaT[, middle, and high Uchool leXelU foT UVWdenVU Yho haXe UignificanVa
ongoing behaXioTal challengeU.  ͲEP VeamU deVeTmine RlacemenV in VhiUa
UReciali\ed UeVVing baUed on a childǷU indiXidWal needU and TeURonUe Vo aa
mWlVi-VieTed U[UVem of UWRRoTVU YiVhin VheiT home Uchool.  A RlacemenVa
YiVhin Vhe i66 RTogTam iU inVended Vo be VemRoTaT[ YiVh Vhe goal ofa
adXancing VhToWgh Vhe RTogTam aU behaXioTal RTogTeUU occWTU.a a
a
Ke[ feaVWTeU of VhiU RlacemenV inclWde UmalleT claUU Ui\e and loYeTa
UVaff-Vo-UVWdenV TaVio in oTdeT Vo UWRRoTV UVWdenVUǷ indiXidWali\ed behaXioTa
modificaVion RTogTamU, Uocial UkillU inUVTWcVion aU Yell aU oRRoTVWniVieU Voa
RaTViciRaVe YiVh geneTal edWcaVion ReeTU.  The WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolUa
geneTal edWcaVion cWTTicWlWm alUo TemainU a RTioTiV[.a a
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SPECIAL EDUCATION LAW 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
The ȽͲndiXidWalU YiVh DiUabiliVieU EdWcaVion AcV (ͲDEA)Ƚ YaU fiTUV RaUUed in 1975 (aV VhaV Vime,a
iV YaU called Vhe EdWcaVion foT All HandicaRRed ChildTen AcV).  The RTimaT[ RWTRoUeU ofa
ͲDEA aTe:a

● To provide a free appropriate public education (FAPE) to children witha
disabilities.Ƚ  ͲDEA TeSWiTeU UchoolU Vo find and eXalWaVe UVWdenVU UWURecVed ofa
haXing diUabiliVieU, aV no coUV Vo familieU.  ThiU iU called ȽChild FindȽ.  Once kidU aTea
foWnd Vo haXe a SWalif[ing diUabiliV[, UchoolU mWUV RToXide Vhem YiVh Vhe UReciala
edWcaVion and TelaVed UeTXiceU (e.g., UReech VheTaR[, occWRaVional VheTaR[) Vo meeVa
VheiT WniSWe needU.  The goal iU Vo helR UVWdenVU make RTogTeUU in Uchool.a

● To give parents or legal guardians a voice in their childǷs education. Ƚ UndeTa
ͲDEA, RaTenVU haXe a Ua[ in Vhe deciUionU Vhe Uchool makeU aboWV VheiT child.  AVa
eXeT[ RoinV in Vhe RToceUU, Vhe laY giXeU RaTenVU URecific TighVU and RToVecVionU.a
TheUe aTe called RTocedWTal UafegWaTdU.  FoT eZamRle, one UafegWaTd iU VhaV Vhea
Uchool mWUV geV RaTenVal conUenV befoTe RToXiding UeTXiceU Vo a child.a

Free Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
A child Yho iU eligible foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU iU enViVled b[ fedeTal laY Vo TeceiXe aa
FTee ARRToRTiaVe PWblic EdWcaVion (FAPE)Ƚ.  FAPE enUWTeU VhaV all UVWdenVU YiVh diUabiliVieUa
TeceiXe an aRRToRTiaVe RWblic edWcaVion aV no eZRenUe Vo Vhe famil[.  FAPE diffeTU foT eacha
UVWdenV becaWUe each UVWdenV haU WniSWe needU.  FAPE gWaTanVeeU VhaV foT UVWdenVU Yhoa
aTe foWnd eligible foT URecial edWcaVion, Uchool diUVTicVU mWUV be RTeRaTed Vo RToXidea
UeTXiceU.a
a
FAPE alUo meanU [oWT child iU noV onl[ enViVled Vo acceUU Vhe academic RoTVion of Uchoola
bWV alUo Vo RaTViciRaVe in eZVTacWTTicWlaT and oVheT acViXiVieU URonUoTed b[ Vhe Uchool.  FWlla
RaTViciRaVion meanU VhaV UVWdenVU YiVh diUabiliVieU aTe enViVled Vo Vhe aidU and UeTXiceUa
needed Vo aUUiUV Vhem in RaTViciRaVing in all aTeaU of Uchool life.  FAPE iU cloUel[ Vied Vo aa
RTinciRle knoYn aU Vhe LeaUV ReUVTicViXe EnXiTonmenV (LRE), eZRlained beloY.a

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 
The fedeTal laY, ͲDEA, mandaVeU VhaV UVWdenVU YiVh diUabiliVieU mWUV be edWcaVed YiVh VheiTa
nondiUabled ReeTU Vo Vhe maZimWm eZVenV aRRToRTiaVe baUed on Vhe UVWdenVǷU needU.  ThiUa
iU knoYn aU Vhe ȽLeaUV ReUVTicViXe EnXiTonmenV (LRE)Ƚ.  The ͲEP Team (inclWding Vhe RaTenV)a
deVeTmineU Vhe RlacemenV VhaV Vhe UVWdenV needU, in oTdeT Vo RToXide Vhe UeTXiceUa
deUcTibed on Vhe UVWdenVǷU ͲEP.  The ͲEP Team mWUV chooUe Vhe LRE able Vo RToXide VhoUea
UeTXiceU.a
a
FAPE and LRE aTe cloUel[ Vied VogeVheT.  BoVh fedeTal and NebTaUka URecial edWcaVion laYUa
TeSWiTe VhaV Vhe ͲEP Team conUideT aRRToRTiaVe edWcaVion in Vhe LRE.  Ͳn oTdeT Vo helR [oWTa
child be UWcceUUfWl, Vhe ͲEP Team mWUV caTefWll[ conUideT YheVheT UWRRlemenVaT[ aidU anda
UeTXiceU and UReciali\ed inUVTWcVion coWld make iV RoUUible foT [oWT child Vo be edWcaVeda
YiVh nondiUabled ReeTU.  The ͲEP Team UhoWld look claUU b[ claUU, acViXiV[ b[ acViXiV[, anda
onl[ TemoXe [oWT child fTom Vhe geneTal edWcaVion UeVVing if UWRRlemenVaT[ aidU anda
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UeTXiceU YoWld noV make iV RoUUible foT Vhe UVWdenV Vo Temain in VhaV claUUToom and makea
effecViXe RTogTeUU.a
a
DeVeTminaVion of Vhe LRE iU baUed on [oWT childǷU ͲEP, noV on a diagnoUiU oT URecifica
diUabiliV[ label.  ThiU deVeTminaVion mWUV be made indiXidWall[ and caTefWll[.  AfVeT Vhe ͲEPa
Team haU deXeloRed Vhe ͲEP and WndeTUVandU Vhe needU and goalU of [oWT child, Vhe Teama
Yill deVeTmine Vhe moUV aRRToRTiaVe UeVVing foT [oWT childǷU UeTXiceU.  LRE iU an inVegTal RaTVa
of Vhe RlacemenV deVeTminaVion.  AU TefeTenced eaTlieT aU Vhe ȽConVinWWm of SeTXiceUȽ, aa
UVWdenVǷU LRE RlacemenV ma[ fall an[YheTe along Vhe conVinWWm UhoYn beloY:a a

a
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UNDERSTANDING THE ROLE OF GENERAL EDUCATION 
All UchoolU mWUV condWcV ȽChild FindȽ.  ThaV iU, UchoolU mWUV locaVe, idenVif[, and eXalWaVea
VhoUe childTen, TegaTdleUU of ciVi\enUhiR oT immigTaVion UVaVWU, Yho aTe UWURecVed ofa
haXing a diUabiliV[ and TeSWiTe URecial edWcaVion and TelaVed UeTXiceU.a
a
Ͳn NebTaUka, each Uchool diUVTicV iU TeURonUible foT aUUWTing VhaV high-SWaliV[ UeTXiceU aTea
RToXided Vo eXeT[ child.  A MWlVi-TieTed S[UVem of SWRRoTVU (MTSS) iU a VeTm WUed Voa
deUcTibe an eXidence-baUed model of Uchooling VhaV WUeU daVa-baUed RToblem-UolXing Voa
inVegTaVe academic and behaXioTal inUVTWcVion in addiVion Vo inVeTXenVion. The inVegTaVeda
academic and behaXioTal UWRRoTVU aTe deliXeTed Vo UVWdenVU aV XaT[ing inVenUiVieU (mWlViRlea
VieTU) baUed on UVWdenV need.  ǺNeed-dTiXenǻ deciUion-making UeekU Vo enUWTe VhaV diUVTicVa
TeUoWTceU Teach Vhe aRRToRTiaVe UVWdenVU (UchoolU) aV Vhe aRRToRTiaVe leXelU Vo acceleTaVea
Vhe ReTfoTmance of ALL UVWdenVU Vo achieXe and/oT eZceed RToficienc[ foT college anda
caTeeT TeadineUU.aa

MTSS in Westside Community Schools 
WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU WVili\eU Vhe MTSS RToceUU of RToXiding inUVTWcVion anda
UWRRoTV Vo RTomoVe Vhe academic and behaXioTal UWcceUU of all childTen.  ͲndiXidWala
childTenǷU RTogTeUU iU moniVoTed and TeUWlVU aTe WUed Vo make deciUionU aboWV fWTVheTa
inUVTWcVion and inVeTXenVion.  The MTSS RToceUU iU fleZible and deUigned Vo meeV Vhe needUa
of all UVWdenVU.  ThiU RToceUU alloYU foT a conVinWWm of UWRRoTV baUed enViTel[ on UVWdenVUǷa
indiXidWal needU.  ThiU UWRRoTV ma[ be RToXided indiXidWall[ oT YiVh oVheT UVWdenVU, b[ Vhea
claUUToom VeacheT oT oVheT UWRRoTV UVaff, eiVheT YiVhin oT oWVUide Vhe claUUToom.a

How Does MTSS Impact Special Education ​? 
A ke[ comRonenV of Vhe MTSS RToceUU iU VhaV all childTen TeceiXe high-SWaliV[a
inUVTWcVion in VheiT claUUToom.  UniXeTUal UcTeeningU aTe WUed Vo TeXieY Vhe RTogTeUUa
of all UVWdenVU and aTe giXen VhTee VimeU ReT [eaT.  AU a TeUWlV of Vhe UcTeening,a
UVWdenVU ma[ be idenVified aU needing UWRRlemenVal inVeTXenVion in addiVion Vo Vhea
inUVTWcVion Vhe[ aTe TeceiXing in VheiT claUUToom.  Ͳf [oWT child iU idenVified aUa
needing inVeTXenVion [oW Yill TeceiXe noVificaVion.a
a
MTSS beginU YiVh UVTong inUVTWcVion in geneTal edWcaVion, UcTeening, and RTogTeUUa
moniVoTing Vo haXe fTeSWenV and eaTl[ idenVificaVion of an[ UVWdenVU lagging behinda
hiU/heT ReeTU.  Then a conVinWWm of moTe inVenUe inUVTWcVion/inVeTXenVion iUa
RToXided in line YiVh UVWdenV needU. DaVa on a UVWdenVǷU academic and oT behaXioTala
RTogTeUU infoTmU inUVTWcVion and inVeTXenVionU.  BaUed on ͲDEA, daVa fTom an MTSSa
U[UVem ma[ be WUed aU RaTV of Vhe comRTehenUiXe eXalWaVion foT URecial edWcaViona
eligibiliV[.a

Student Assistance Teams 
Each Uchool haU a Veam oT VeamU Vo UWRRoTV UVWdenVU.  TheUe VeamU aTe UomeVimeU calleda
SVWdenV AUUiUVance TeamU (SAT), MWlVi-TieTed S[UVem of SWRRoTVU (MTSS) TeamU, PoUiViXea
BehaXioTal ͲnVeTXenVion and SWRRoTVU (PBͲS) TeamU, oT PToblem-SolXing TeamU.  While Vhea
nameU of VeamU ma[ be WniSWe Vo each bWilding, Vhe RWTRoUe of VheUe VeamU iU Vo deUigna
an inVeTXenVion Rlan Vo addTeUU indiXidWal UVWdenV academic oT behaXioTal challengeU.a
TeamU alUo moniVoT Vhe Rlan and WVili\e daVa Vo adjWUV Vhe Rlan aU aRRToRTiaVe.  MembeTUa
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of VheUe VeamU diffeT b[ Uchool, bWV V[Ricall[ inclWde membeTU idenVified aU local eZReTVUa
(e.g., Uchool RU[chologiUV, UReech/langWage RaVhologiUV, coWnUeloT, eVc.) foT Vhe idenVifieda
conceTnU foT Vhe VaTgeV UVWdenV.a a

Problem-Solving Process 
The Veam WUeU a RToblem-UolXing RToceUU Vo claTif[ Vhe conceTn Uomeone haU aboWVa
Vhe UVWdenV, Vhink aboWV YhaV mighV be conVTibWVing Vo Vhe RToblem, RToRoUea
inVeTXenVionU VhaV addTeUU Vhe conceTn, and idenVif[ a Ya[ Vo moniVoT RTogTeUU.aa
a
The RWTRoUe of Vhe RToblem-UolXing RToceUU iU Vo:a

● RToXide high-SWaliV[ inUVTWcVion/inVeTXenVionU maVched Vo UVWdenV needU;a
● eZamine leaTning oXeT Vime and Vhe leXel of ReTfoTmance; anda
● Vo make imRoTVanV edWcaVional deciUionU.a

a
The UVeRU of Vhe RToblem-UolXing RToceUU aTe:a

1. ͲdenVif[ and define Vhe RToblema
2. GeneTaVe alVeTnaViXe UolWVionU & deXeloR a Rlana
3. ͲmRlemenV Vhe Rlana
4. MoniVoT RTogTeUU & folloY-WR on Vhe Rlan; TeReaV RToceUU if neededa

a
UUing Vhe RToblem-UolXing RToceUU RTomoVeU a UhaTed WndeTUVanding of Vhea
conceTn aboWV a UVWdenV b[ addTeUUing Vhe RToblem and YhaV iU conVTibWVing Vo iV.a
The RToceUU alloYU Vhe Veam Vo Vhink cTeaViXel[ aboWV YhaV can be done Vo makea
VhingU beVVeT foT Vhe indiXidWal UVWdenV.aa
a
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DOES MY CHILD NEED SPECIAL EDUCATION? 
AU a RaTenV, [oW aTe WniSWel[ SWalified Vo knoY [oWT childǷU leaTning UVTengVhU anda
YeakneUUeU.  Ͳf iV iU deVeTmined VhaV [oWT child iU eligible foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU,a
Uchool RTofeUUionalU Yill WVili\e [oWT knoYledge in deUigning a URecial edWcaVion RTogTama
foT [oWT childǷU benefiV.a

Determining Eligibility 
YoWT child ma[ be eligible foT URecial edWcaVion if:a

1. The child meeVU NebTaUka RWle 51 eligibiliV[ cTiVeTia foT one oT moTe diUabiliV[a
caVegoTieU ȽANDa

2. The childǷU diUabiliV[/diUabiliVieU adXeTUel[ affecV edWcaVional ReTfoTmance ȽANDa
3. The child needU URecial edWcaVion, aU deVeTmined b[ an eXalWaVion Veam.a

a
Your child must meet Ƚall threeȽ qualifications in order to be eligible for speciala
education.a
a
NOTE:Ƚ ChildTen YiVh diUabiliVieU Yho aTe noV eligible foT URecial edWcaVion ma[ SWalif[ foTa
accommodaVionU in Vhe geneTal edWcaVion UeVVing WndeT ȽSecVion 504 of Vhe RehabiliVaViona
AcV of 1973Ƚ.  Ͳn accoTdance YiVh SecVion 504, WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU mWUV idenVif[,a
eXalWaVe, and RToXide SecVion 504 UeTXiceU Vo UVWdenVU Yho haXe a Rh[Uical oT menVala
imRaiTmenV, affecVing one oT moTe majoT life acViXiVieU and UWbUVanViall[ limiVU fWncVioning.a
TeamU of UVaff membeTU, ofVen inclWding RaTenVU, collaboTaVe Vo deVeTmine UVWdenVa
eligibiliV[ and Vo make deciUionU in VhiU RToceUU.a

Screening 
YoWT childǷU Uchool haU a UcTeening RToceUU in Rlace VhaV idenVifieU UVWdenVU Yhoa
ma[Ƚ need inVeTXenVion.  ThiU RToceUU ma[ oT ma[ noV lead Vo an iniVial eXalWaVion foTa
URecial edWcaVion.aa

The Evaluation Process 
The ȽMWlVidiUciRlinaT[ Team (MDT)Ƚ gaVheTU Vhe infoTmaVion VhaV Yill be WUed Voa
deVeTmine if [oWT child needU URecial edWcaVion and, if Uo, Vhe V[ReU of UeTXiceUa
needed.  YoWT child ma[ be eXalWaVed b[ a Uchool RU[chologiUV.  OVheT eXalWaVionUa
ma[ inclWde VeUVU b[ a heaTing URecialiUV foT a child YiVh a heaTing RToblem, oT ana
eXalWaVion fTom a docVoT foT a child YiVh a healVh conceTn.  The eXalWaVion mWUV alUoa
inclWde inRWV fTom a ceTVified RTofeUUional if ceTVain UeTXiceU, called ǺTelaVeda
UeTXiceU,ǻ ma[ be needed (i.e., SReech/LangWage PaVhologiUV, OccWRaVionala
TheTaRiUV, eVc.).a
a
A child ma[ be TefeTTed foT Vhe fiTUV (oT iniVial) eXalWaVion in diffeTenV Ya[U:a

● You ma[ ask [our school to evaluate [our child for special education ata
an[ time.Ƚ Ƚ ThiU can be done b[ Uending a leVVeT Vo Vhe RTinciRal of [oWT childǷUa
Uchool.  ͲV iU Tecommended VhaV [oW keeR a TecoTd of [oWT YTiVVen oT XeTbala
TeSWeUV.  The UchoolǷU RToblem-UolXing Veam Yill Vhen meeV Vo TeXieY [oWTa
TeSWeUV, TeXieY Vhe daVa, gaVheT [oWT inRWV and conceTnU, and deVeTmine ifa
an eXalWaVion iU aRRToRTiaVe aV VhiU Vime.  Ͳf Vhe Veam decideU VhaV ana
eXalWaVion iU aRRToRTiaVe, a conUenV foTm Yill be UenV home (Uee beloY).  Ͳfa
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Vhe Veam deVeTmineU VhaV VeUVing iU noV aRRToRTiaVe aV VhiU Vime, [oW Yill bea
conVacVed YiVh Vhe TeaUonU aU Yell aU YhaV Vhe Uchool RToRoUeU Vo do.  ThiUa
RToRoUal ma[ inclWde gaVheTing moTe daVa, imRlemenVing inVeTXenVionUa
YiVhin Vhe geneTal edWcaVion UeVVing, imRlemenVing Uome RoUiViXe behaXioTa
UWRRoTVU, eVc. The Uchool Yill Vhen conVinWe Vo moniVoT [oWT UVWdenVǷUa
RTogTeUU Vo deVeTmine if an eXalWaVion ma[ be neceUUaT[ aV a laVeT Vime.a
a
ORa
a

● The school ma[ contact [ou to request permission to have [our childa
evaluated.Ƚ Ƚ YoWT YTiVVen conUenV iU TeSWiTed foT a childǷU iniVial eXalWaVion.  Ͳfa
ReTmiUUion iU noV TeceiXed and Vhe Uchool conVinWeU Vo find VhaV ana
eXalWaVion iU neceUUaT[, Vhe diUVTicV ma[ aUk foT a dWe RToceUU heaTing Vo geVa
aRRToXal fTom an imRaTVial heaTing officeT Vo eXalWaVe [oWT child.a

a
To giXe ReTmiUUion foT Vhe eXalWaVion RToceUU Vo begin, [oW mWUV Uign Vhe ȽConsenta
for Multidisciplinar[ Team EvaluationȽ foTm giXen Vo [oW.  The enViTe eXalWaViona
RToceUU mWUV be comRleVed YiVhin 60 calendaT da[U fTom Vhe daVe [oWT conUenV iUa
RToceUUed b[ Vhe diUVTicV.a a
a
The eXalWaVion Yill inclWde infoTmaVion aboWV [oWT childǷU UkillU, UVTengVhU, anda
needU.  All eXalWaVionU and TeeXalWaVionU (Yhich aTe condWcVed aV 3-[eaT inVeTXalUa
afVeT Vhe iniVial eXalWaVion) mWUV inclWde a TeXieY of Vhe VeUVing VhaV YaU condWcVed,a
infoTmaVion fTom Vhe RaTenVU, claUUToom obUeTXaVionU, and VeacheT inRWV.a
The V[ReU of daVa collecVed in Vhe eXalWaVion RToceUU deRend WRon [oWT childǷUa
edWcaVional needU.  Someone oVheT Vhan [oWT childǷU geneTal edWcaVion VeacheT ma[a
alUo obUeTXe [oWT child in claUU.  PaTV of Vhe eXalWaVion inclWdeU gaVheTing inRWV fToma
RaTenVU aboWV VheiT child.  ȽͲnformation that [ou share about [our child is ver[a
important and must also be included in the evaluation.a

The MDT Meeting 
AfVeT Vhe eXalWaVion iU comRleVed, Vhe MWlVidiUciRlinaT[ Team,Ƚ including parentsȽ,a
Yill meeV Vo decide if Vhe TeUWlVU of Vhe eXalWaVion UhoY VhaV Vhe UVWdenV iU eligiblea
foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU.  No one meaUWTe can be WUed aU Vhe onl[ eXidence Voa
decide if a UVWdenV iU eligible.  FoT eZamRle, an ͲQ VeUV UcoTe cannoV be Vhe onl[a
UoWTce of infoTmaVion WUed Vo Ua[ VhaV a UVWdenV meeVU Vhe TeSWiTemenVU aU aa
UVWdenV YiVh a diUabiliV[.a
a
NebTaUka RWle 51 conUideTU VhaV a child iU eligible if Vhe child:a

1. Meets the verification requirements of one or more of the followinga
disabilities:a

○ ͲnVellecVWal DiUabiliV[ (ͲD)a
○ HeaTing ͲmRaiTmenV (HͲ)a
○ ViUWal ͲmRaiTmenV (VͲ)a
○ Deaf-BlindneUU (DB)a
○ SReech-LangWage ͲmRaiTmenV (SLͲ)a
○ EmoVional DiUVWTbance (ED)a
○ OTVhoRedic ͲmRaiTmenV (OͲ)a

¬
PARENT·S GUIDE TO SPECIAL EDUCATION / 16¬



 

○ AWViUm (AU)a
○ TTaWmaVic BTain ͲnjWT[ (TBͲ)a
○ OVheT HealVh ͲmRaiTmenV (OHͲ)a
○ SRecific LeaTning DiUabiliV[ (SLD)a
○ DeXeloRmenVal Dela[ (DD)a
○ MWlViRle ͲmRaiTmenVU (MWlVi)a

a
ANDa

a
2. The disabilit[/disabilities adversel[ affect educational performancea

a
ANDa
a

3. As a result of having a disabilit[, needs special education services.a
a

No one ReTUon can decide if Vhe UVWdenV iU eligible foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU.  Ͳfa
Vhe UVWdenVǷU leaTning RToblemU aTe RTimaTil[ fTom a lack of inUVTWcVion oT limiVeda
EngliUh abiliV[, Vhe UVWdenV iU noV eligible foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU.  Ͳn VhoUea
UiVWaVionU, Vhe Veam UhoWld UWggeUV YhaV oVheT UeTXiceU oT RTogTamU mighV helR Vhea
UVWdenV.a
a
Ͳf Vhe Veam deVeTmineU [oWT child iU eligible Vo TeceiXe URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU, ana
ͲndiXidWali\ed EdWcaVion PTogTam (ͲEP) ȽYill be deXeloRed (Uee neZV UecVion).a
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THE INDIVIDUALIZED EDUCATION PROGRAM (IEP) 
When [oWT child haU been XeTified YiVh a diUabiliV[ and deVeTmined Vo be eligible foT UReciala
edWcaVion UeTXiceU, anȽ ͲndiXidWali\ed EdWcaVion PTogTam (ͲEP)Ƚ Yill be deXeloRed.  The ͲEP iUa
individuali\edȽ in oTdeT Vo meeV Vhe needU of [oWT child.  ͲV mWUV be ȽeducationalȽ, VhaV iU, iVa
mWUV enUWTe [oWT child TeceiXeU a ȽFTee ARRToRTiaVe PWblic EdWcaVion (FAPE)Ƚ.  ͲV iU alUo aa
programȽ, oT a Rlan foT [oWT childǷU UWcceUU in leaTning, and foT VheiT fWVWTe.a
a
AU a RaTenV, Ƚ[ou are an important ͲEP Team memberȽ.  YoW ma[ be aUked Vo RToXidea
inRWV Xia a RaTenV inRWV foTm RTioT Vo Vhe ͲEP meeVing.  YoWT inRWV Yill be XiVal ina
deXeloRing, TeXieYing, and TeXiUing [oWT childǷU ͲEP.  PaTenVU aTe encoWTaged Vo:a

● RToXide cTiVical infoTmaVion TegaTding Vhe UVTengVhU of VheiT child and eZRTeUUa
conceTnU foT enhancing Vhe edWcaVion of VheiT UVWdenV;a

● RaTViciRaVe in diUcWUUionU aboWV Vhe UVWdenVǷU need foT URecial edWcaVion, TelaVeda
UeTXiceU, and UWRRlemenVaT[ aidU and UeTXiceU; anda

● join YiVh Vhe oVheT RaTViciRanVU in deciding:a
○ hoY Vhe UVWdenV Yill be inXolXed and RTogTeUU in Vhe geneTal edWcaViona

cWTTicWlWm;a
○ hoY Vhe UVWdenV Yill RaTViciRaVe in UVaVe and diUVTicV-Yide aUUeUUmenVU; anda
○ decide YhaV UeTXiceU Vhe diUVTicV Yill RToXide Vo Vhe UVWdenV and in YhaVa

UeVVing.a
a
The ͲEP la[U oWV hoY Vhe UVWdenV Yill TeceiXe a ȽFTee ARRToRTiaVe PWblic EdWcaVion (FAPE)Ƚ ina
Vhe ȽLeaUV ReUVTicViXe EnXiTonmenV (LRE)Ƚ.a a

The IEP Meeting 
YoWT childǷU fiTUV ͲEP meeVing Ƚma[Ƚ occWT immediaVel[ folloYing Vhe iniVial MDT meeVing (ifa
UchedWled Vo occWT on Vhe Uame da[ and Vime).  Ͳf noV, Vhe ͲEP meeVing Yill be UchedWled Voa
occWT no laVeT Vhan 30 calendaT da[U afVeT Vhe MDT meeVing, bWV aU Uoon aU RoUUible.a a
a
The Uchool mWUV Vhen UchedWle an ͲEP meeVing Vo occWT aV leaUV annWall[, and Ƚparents ma[a
request an ͲEP meeting at an[ time between annual reviewsȽ.a

Notification of Meeting 
PaTenVU aTe Vo be noVified in YTiVing RTioT Vo Vhe daVe of Vhe ͲEP meeVing.  Thea
Notification of MeetingȽ docWmenV Yill inclWde:a

● Vhe RWTRoUe of Vhe meeVing;a
● Vhe RToRoUed meeVing daVe, Vime, and Rlace iV Yill be held;a
● Vhe RoUiVionU and nameU of Vhe ReoRle Vhe Uchool iU aUking Vo aVVend Vhea

meeVing.a
a

The meeVing UhoWld be on a daVe, Vime, and Rlace VhaV boVh Vhe Uchool and RaTenVUa
agTee WRon.  PaTenVU ma[ aUk Vo haXe Vhe meeVing aV a diffeTenV daVe, Vime, anda
Rlace, oT Vo RaTViciRaVe in Vhe meeVing VhToWgh a confeTence call, Xideo confeTence,a
oT oVheT Ya[U.a

 

¬
PARENT·S GUIDE TO SPECIAL EDUCATION / 18¬



 

IEP Team Members 
ReSWiTed membeTU of each ͲEP Team inclWde:a

● The childǷU RaTenV(U) oT legal gWaTdiana
● AV leaUV one of [oWT childǷU geneTal edWcaVion VeacheTUa
● AV leaUV one URecial edWcaVion VeacheT oT UeTXice RToXideTa
● A diUVTicV TeRTeUenVaViXe (V[Ricall[ a bWilding oT diUVTicV adminiUVTaVoT) Yho:a

○ iU SWalified Vo RToXide oT UWReTXiUe URecial edWcaVion RTogTamUa
○ knoYU aboWV Vhe geneTal edWcaVion cWTTicWlWma
○ knoYU aboWV diUVTicV TeUoWTceUa

● Someone Yho WndeTUVandU eXalWaVion TeUWlVU (ͲnVeTRTeVeT of EXalWaViona
ReUWlVU)aa

a
A Veam membeT ma[ fill moTe Vhan one of Vhe aboXe ToleU.  ReSWiTed membeTU ofa
Vhe ͲEP Team ma[ be eZcWUed fTom Vhe meeVing YiVh [oWT conUenV.  Ͳf a membeT iUa
eZcWUed and hiU/heT UWbjecV aTea oT URecialV[ iU being diUcWUUed, he/Uhe mWUVa
RToXide YTiVVen inRWV befoTe Vhe meeVing.a
a
EXeT[ effoTV UhoWld be made Vo haXe RaTenVU aVVend Vhe ͲEP meeVing.  The ͲEPa
meeVing, hoYeXeT, can be held YiVhoWV Vhe RaTenV if Vhe Uchool can UhoY VhaV Vhe[a
VTied, bWV YeTe Wnable Vo conVacV Vhe RaTenV, oT Vhe RaTenVU did noV YanV Vo aVVenda
Vhe meeVing.  DeVailed TecoTdU Yill be keRV UhoYing Vhe daVe, Vime, and ReTUon(U)a
aVVemRVing Vo conVacV RaTenVU.a

Whˢ El˦e Caˡ Cˢme?˲
Ͳf Vhe[ YiUh, RaTenVU oT Vhe UVWdenV ma[ inXiVe oVheTU Vo aVVend Vhe ͲEPa
meeVing.  The[ ma[ inXiVe ReoRle Vhe[ knoY Yho can RToXide UWRRoTV dWTinga
Vhe RToceUU and/oT WUefWl infoTmaVion aboWV Vhe UVWdenV, UWch aU ana
adXocaVe, oT TelaViXeU.  ͲV can be helRfWl foT RaTenVU Vo leV Vhe Uchool knoYa
Yho iU coming.  Ͳn addiVion, oVheT ReoRle Yho YoTk YiVh Vhe UVWdenV (i.e., joba
coach, VheTaRiUV, eVc.) ma[ aVVend.  Ͳf RaTenVU chooUe Vo inXiVe ReoRle Yhoa
chaTge a fee, Vhe Uchool diUVTicV iU noV TeURonUible foT Ra[ing VhiU fee.a

Your Role at the Meeting 
PaTenVU can feel oXeTYhelmed Yhen Vhe[ aVVend an ͲEP meeVing becaWUe Uo man[a
ReoRle aTe VheTe.  The Vime goeU b[ SWickl[, and [oW ma[ feel TWUhed.  The VoRicUa
diUcWUUed can alUo be haTd Vo WndeTUVand aV VimeU, [eV [oWǷTe UWRRoUed Vo be a fWlla
RaTViciRanV aV Vhe meeVing.a
a
Here are some ideas that ma[ help to reduce anZiet[, increase [oura
participation, and facilitate the process:a

● CommWnicaVe TegWlaTl[ YiVh Uchool UVaff Uo VhaV [oWǷll haXe an idea of YhaVa
Vhe VeacheTU ma[ be Ua[ing.a

● ReSWeUV VhaV Uchool RTofeUUionalU RToXide eXalWaVion naTTaViXeU, ͲEP dTafVU,a
noVificaVion of Veam membeT ToleU/TeURonUibiliV[ docWmenVU, and meeVinga
agendaU in adXance.a

a
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● AUk foT an indiXidWal meeVing YiVh a membeT of Vhe Uchool Veam befoTe Vhea
iniVial ͲEP meeVing Vo gain an WndeTUVanding of RaTenVal TighVU, aU Yell aUa
leaTn aboWV Vhe oXeTall RToceUU, VimelineU, and imRlemenVaVion RTacViceUa
aUUociaVed YiVh an ͲEP.a

● UndeTUVand Vhe Tole of ǺRaTenVǻ in Vhe ͲEP meeVing RToceUU, inclWding Vhea
Ya[U in Yhich Vhe Uchool eZRecVU RaTenVU Vo acViXel[ conVTibWVe.  ͲnSWiTea
aboWV YhaV Vo eZRecV dWTing Vhe iniVial ͲEP meeVing (e.g., hoY Vo aUka
SWeUVionU, Ya[U Vo UhaTe infoTmaVion, hoY Vo make UWggeUVionU).a

● PTeRaTe [oWT VhoWghVU befoTe Vhe meeVing b[ YTiVing doYn Vhe imRoTVanVa
RoinVU [oW YanV Vo make aboWV [oWT child.a

● AUk SWeUVionU if [oW donǷV WndeTUVand Vhe VeTmU being WUed.  Ͳf neceUUaT[,a
aTTange Vo meeV YiVh indiXidWalU afVeT Vhe meeVing Vo TeXieY Vhe diUcWUUiona
and/oT TeRoTVU.a

● TT[ Vo UVa[ focWUed and RoUiViXe.  Ͳf [oW oT an[one elUe becomeU fTWUVTaVed,a
[oW haXe Vhe TighV Vo aUk foT Vhe meeVing Vo conVinWe on anoVheT daVe.  ͲV cana
be haTd Vo deXeloR an ͲEP Yhen emoVionU haXe Vaken oXeT Vhe RToceUU.a

● RemembeT VhaV [oW can Uign Vo UhoY [oW RaTViciRaVed in Vhe meeVing, bWVa
[oW donǷV haXe Vo agTee Vo Vhe goalU oT UeTXiceU aV Vhe meeVing.  YoW can Vakea
Vhe ͲEP home Vo TeXieY, geV inRWV, and TeVWTn laVeT foT a folloY-WR ͲEPa
meeVing.a

What is Discussed ​? 
AV an ͲEP meeVing, Vhe RaTenVU, Vhe UVWdenV if aRRToRTiaVe, and Vhe Uchool UVaff meeVa
aU a Veam Vo:a

● deUcTibe hoY Vhe UVWdenV leaTnU beUV and Vhe leaTning needU of Vhe UVWdenV;a
● diUcWUU Vhe conceTnU of Vhe RaTenVU foT Vhe UVWdenV Vo TeceiXe a gooda

edWcaVion;a
● deUcTibe Vhe UVWdenVǷU academic achieXemenV and fWncVional ReTfoTmance;a
● deUcTibe hoY Vhe UVWdenV Yill be inclWded in Vhe geneTal edWcaViona

cWTTicWlWm;a
● eUVabliUh annWal goalU foT Vhe UVWdenV and deUcTibe hoY VhoUe goalU Yill bea

meaUWTed;a
● decide YhaV URecial edWcaVion and TelaVed UeTXiceU aTe needed b[ Vhea

UVWdenV;a
● deUcTibe hoY Vhe UVWdenV Yill be aRRToRTiaVel[ inclWded in UVaVe anda

diUVTicV-Yide aUUeUUmenVU inclWding VhToWgh Vhe WUe of alVeTnaVea
aUUeUUmenVU; andaa

● deVeTmine YhaV accommodaVionU and/oT modificaVionU ma[ be aRRToRTiaVea
foT Vhe UVWdenVǷU inUVTWcVion and aUUeUUmenVU.a

a
Ͳn deXeloRing Vhe ͲEP, Vhe Veam mWUV conUideT:a

● Vhe RaTenVUǷ conceTnU and inRWV;a
● YheVheT a child eZhibiVU behaXioT VhaV inVeTfeTeU YiVh Vhe childǷU leaTning oTa

Vhe leaTning of oVheTU, and Vhe need foT a behaXioT inVeTXenVion Rlan oTa
UWRRoTVU;a

● Vhe needU of childTen YiVh limiVed EngliUh langWage UkillU;a
● Vhe WUe of BTaille foT childTen YiVh XiUWal RToblemU;a
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● Vhe commWnicaVion needU of UVWdenVU, inclWding UVWdenVU Yho aTe deaf oTa
haTd of heaTing;a

● YheVheT Vhe child needU aUUiUViXe Vechnolog[ deXiceU oT UeTXiceU Voa
commWnicaVe oT RaTViciRaVe in Vhe acViXiVieU aV Uchool.aa

a
When TeXiUing an ͲEP, Vhe Veam Yill alUo conUideT if Vhe annWal goalU aTe beinga
achieXed.  The Veam alUo TeXiUeU Vhe ͲEP Vo addTeUU:a

● an[ lack of eZRecVed RTogTeUU VoYaTd annWal goalU and in Vhe geneTala
edWcaVion cWTTicWlWm;a

● Vhe TeUWlVU of an[ TeeXalWaVion;a
● infoTmaVion RToXided b[ Vhe RaTenVU;a
● Vhe UVWdenVǷU anViciRaVed needU;a
● an[ oVheT maVVeTU, aU aRRToRTiaVe.a

Appropriate Services 
The UeTXiceU foT [oWT child Yill deRend WRon Vhe amoWnV and V[Re of UReciala
inUVTWcVion oT UWRRoTV [oWT child needU.  A URecial edWcaVion VeacheT/UeTXicea
RToXideT ma[ be able Vo giXe inUVTWcVion in Vhe geneTal edWcaVion UeVVing.  Ana
eZamRle of VhiU iU Ǻco-Veaching,ǻ YheTe a geneTal edWcaVion VeacheT and a UReciala
edWcaVion VeacheT Veam Veach in Vhe Uame claUU.  The URecial edWcaViona
VeacheT/UeTXice RToXideT ma[ RWll Vhe UVWdenV fTom claUU foT a UhoTV ReTiod of Vimea
(e.g., 30-45 minWVeU) foT an inVeTXenVion.aa

Educational Setting/Placement 
The laY TeSWiTeU VhaV childTen YiVh diUabiliVieU be Rlaced in edWcaVional UeVVingU VhaVa
Yill giXe Vhem aU man[ oRRoTVWniVieU aU aRRToRTiaVe Vo be YiVh UVWdenVU Yho aTea
noV diUabled.  ThiU iU called Rlacing Vhe UVWdenV in Vhe ȽLeaUV ReUVTicViXe EnXiTonmenVa
(LRE)Ƚ.a
a
FoT Uome childTen, RlacemenV oWVUide of a geneTal edWcaVion claUU foT Uome of Vhea
da[ iU neceUUaT[.  SVWdenVU Yho TeceiXe moUV of VheiT inUVTWcVion oWVUide of Vhea
geneTal edWcaVion UeVVing Yill UVill haXe oRRoTVWniVieU Vo RaTViciRaVe in oVheT acViXiVieUa
in Uchool YiVh geneTal edWcaVion UVWdenVU.a
a
The URecial edWcaVion RTogTam Yill be deXeloRed comRleVel[ befoTe Vhe ͲEP Teama
decideU YheTe Vhe childǷU RTogTam Yill be RToXided.  The ͲEP Team Yill conUideTa
UWRRoTVU and UeTXiceU Vo deVeTmine hoY Vhe RTogTam can be deliXeTed in Vhe LRE.a
B[ laY, Vhe fiTUV Rlace Vhe ͲEP Team mWUV conUideT iU Vhe geneTal edWcaViona
claUUToom in [oWT neighboThood Uchool.a

Nˢ˧ice ˢf Iˡi˧ial ˢ˥ Chaˡge ˢf Placemeˡ˧˲
Once Vhe ͲEP haU been deXeloRed, [oW Yill TeceiXe a ȽWritten Notice for Ͱnitiala
Special Education Services and Placement ȽdocWmenV and a ȽConsent for Ͱnitiala
Provision of Special Education Services and Ͱnitial PlacementȽ docWmenV.  Thea
initialȽ RlacemenV docWmenV UWmmaTi\eU Vhe ͲEP TeamǷU TecommendaVionU,a
inclWding Vhe edWcaVional RTogTamU and UeTXiceU Tecommended foT [oWTa
child.  YoW mWUV indicaVe [oWT aRRToXal of Vhe iniVial URecial edWcaViona
RlacemenV b[ Uigning conUenV on Vhe iniVial conUenV docWmenV.  TheTe iU noa
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TeSWiTemenV foT VheUe docWmenVU afVeT each UWbUeSWenV ͲEP meeVing,a
VheTefoTe, UeTXiceU Yill conVinWe YiVhoWV VhiU conUenV foT UWbUeSWenV ͲEPU.a
a
Ͳf Vhe ͲEP Team deVeTmineU VhaV a ȽchangeȽ of RlacemenV iU needed afVeT Vhea
iniVial RlacemenV haU been made, a neY ȽWritten Notice for Change ofa
Placement ȽdocWmenV Yill be comRleVed.a

Secondary Transition Planning 
AU [oWT child geVU oldeT, Vhe ͲEP Team Yill deUign a RTogTam Vo helR RTeRaTe Vhema
foT life afVeT high Uchool.  ThiU iU called UecondaT[ VTanUiVion Rlanning becaWUea
Rlanning iU done VhToWgh Vhe ͲEP Vo faciliVaVe Vhe VTanUiVion fTom Uchool Vo college (oTa
RoUVUecondaT[ edWcaVion), YoTk, liXing indeRendenVl[, oT oVheT acViXiVieU in Yhicha
Vhe [oWng adWlV ma[ be inXolXed.  YoWT child Yill begin leaTning Vhe UkillU needed ina
Vhe fWVWTe Yhile UVill in Uchool.a
a
Planning foT Vhe VTanUiVion fTom Uchool Vo adWlV liXing mWUV begin Yhen [oWT childa
VWTnU 16, oT UooneT if Vhe ͲEP Team VhinkU eaTl[ Rlanning YoWld be aRRToRTiaVe.  Thea
ͲEP Team (inclWding [oWT child) mWUV diUcWUU [oWT childǷU RoUV-Uchool RlanU anda
goalU.  TheUe RlanU mWUV inclWde Vhe kind of edWcaVion oT VTaining [oWT child Yilla
TeceiXe, Vhe kind of job [oWT child mighV haXe, YheTe [oWT child Yill liXe, and hoYa
[oWT child Yill URend Vime in Vhe commWniV[.  CommWniV[ agencieU aTe ofVena
inXolXed in VhiU Rlanning Vo giXe [oWT child Vhe moUV oRRoTVWniVieU Vo be UWcceUUfWla
afVeT high Uchool.a

Graduation 
When UVWdenVU aTe in high Uchool, Vhe ͲEP Team UhoWld Valk aboWV hoY Vhe[ Yilla
gTadWaVe.  MoUV UVWdenVU Yill gTadWaVe YiVh VheiT claUU; hoYeXeT, UVWdenVU YiVha
diUabiliVieU ma[ aVVend Uchool WnVil Vhe end of Vhe Uchool [eaT in Yhich Vhe[ Teacha
Vhe age of 21.  The Veam UhoWld look aV Vhe claUUeU TeSWiTed foT gTadWaVion, anda
YhaV Vhe UVWdenVǷU long-VeTm goalU aTe.  TheUe RlanU foT gTadWaVion oT comRleVion ofa
Vhe RTogTam aTe cloUel[ Vied Vo Vhe VTanUiVion Rlan in Vhe ͲEP.aa

Changes to the IEP 
ChangeU made Vo Vhe ͲEP afVeT Vhe annWal TeXieY of Vhe ͲEP can be made if Vhe Uchool anda
RaTenV (ͲEP Team) agTee.  The Uchool Yill giXe Vhe RaTenV RTioT YTiVVen noVice of an[ ͲEPa
changeU Xia Vhe ȽAddendum to the ͰEPȽ docWmenV and collecV a RaTenV UignaVWTe.  An[ ͲEPa
addendWmU and changeU Vo Vhe ͲEP TeRoTV Yill be mailed Vo [oW afVeT [oWT UignaVWTe haUa
been TeceiXed.a
a
ͲV iU imRoTVanV Vo noVe VhaV a change in Vhe inUVTWcVional meVhodolog[ (e.g., Veachinga
meVhod, Veaching UVTaVeg[) WUed ma[ noV TeSWiTe an ͲEP addendWm.a
a
ͲEP changes made after the annual review do not change the annual ͲEP date.a
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PARENT & STUDENT PARTICIPATION & PARENTAL 
RIGHTS 
Parents and students are partners with Westside Communit[ Schools throughout thea
entire special education process.Ƚ  AU a RaTenV, [oW knoY [oWT child beUV.  YoW haXe Ueena
[oWT child in diffeTenV Ya[U and in diffeTenV UiVWaVionU oXeT Vime.  SchoolU Yill aUk [oW:a
ǺWhaV aTe [oWT biggeUV conceTnU?  WhaV do [oW hoRe Vo Uee [oWT child accomRliUh?ǻa
SRecial edWcaVion laY RToXideU RToVecVionU Vo make UWTe [oWT conceTnU aTe liUVened Vo anda
addTeUUed in Vhe URecial edWcaVion RToceUU.a
a
Students are the focus of the special education process. Ƚ The Veam UhoWld be aYaTe ofa
Vhe inVeTeUVU and conceTnU of Vhe UVWdenV, no maVVeT YhaV VheiT age.  MoTeoXeT, aU Vhea
UVWdenV gToYU oldeT, Vhe acViXe RaTViciRaVion of Vhe ȽstudentȽ iU imRoTVanV.  Ͳn facV, once Vhea
UVWdenV iU 16 [eaTU of age (oT eaTlieT, if aRRToRTiaVe), Vhe laY inUVTWcVU Vhe Veam Vo inclWdea
Vhe UVWdenV aV Vhe meeVingU aU an acViXe RaTViciRanV.  ȽAs members of the team, thea
student and parents have a voice in all discussions.a a

Basic Rights for Parents 
WheVheT [oW aTe Vhe RaTenV of a child YiVh a diUabiliV[, oT Vhe RaTenV of a child VhoWghV Voa
haXe a diUabiliV[, [oW haXe Vhe TighV Vo be noVified of Vhe UafegWaTdU VhaV UeTXe Vo RToVecVa
Vhe TighVU of [oWT child.  TheUe aTe TefeTTed Vo aU RTocedWTal UafegWaTdU oT RaTenVal TighVU.a
The school must provide parents with a cop[ of the ȽProcedural Safeguards Noticea
(ȽParentǷs Rights in Special EducationȽ) at least once each school [ear.a
a
Ͳn addiVion, Vhe laY TeSWiTeU RaTenVU Vo be infoTmed and iUUWed a ȽProcedural Safeguardsa
NoticeȽ:a

● AV Vhe Vime of an iniVial TefeTTal oT RaTenV TeSWeUV foT URecial edWcaVion eXalWaViona
● When Vhe Uchool RToRoUeU Vo change Vhe XeTificaVion, eXalWaVion, edWcaVionala

RlacemenV, oT Vhe RToXiUion of a FTee ARRToRTiaVe PWblic EdWcaVion (FAPE)a
● When Vhe Uchool TefWUeU [oWT TeSWeUV Vo change Vhe XeTificaVion, eXalWaVion,a

edWcaVional RlacemenV, oT Vhe RToXiUion of a FTee ARRToRTiaVe PWblic EdWcaViona
(FAPE)a

a
The ȽProcedural Safeguards NoticeȽ inclWdeU Vhe RTocedWTeU Vo mainVain Vhe RTiXac[ of [oWTa
childǷU edWcaVion TecoTdU.  YoWT childǷU TecoTd Yill be Ueen onl[ b[ VhoUe Yho need Vo YoTka
YiVh [oWT child.  DeVailed infoTmaVion on confidenVialiV[ iU deUcTibed in Vhe noVice.a

What if My Child Has Problem Behavior? 
BehaXioT RToblemU UomeVimeU aTe Vhe TeUWlV of a childǷU diUabiliV[.  When behaXioT caWUeda
b[ Vhe diUabiliV[ TeUWlVU in Vhe XiolaVion of Uchool TWleU, Uchool officialU mWUV WUea
aRRToRTiaVe diUciRline.a
a
When Vhe ͲEP Team deVeTmineU VhaV a UVWdenVǷU behaXioT iU likel[ Vo diUTWRV leaTning, iVa
mWUV be addTeUUed in Vhe ͲEP.  PTogTamU Vo manage oT change behaXioT mWUV be deUigneda
WUing RoUiViXe aRRToacheU Vo helR childTen coTTecV oT manage VheiT behaXioT.  PoUiViXea
aRRToacheU inclWde Tecogni\ing and TeYaTding aRRToRTiaVe behaXioTU and Veaching neYa
UkillU Uo VhaV Vhe[ Yill TeRlace VhoUe behaXioTU VhaV aTe inaRRToRTiaVe.a
a
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DiUciRline mWUV noV inclWde Vhe WUe of TeUVTainV oT UeclWUion, eZceRV in an emeTgenc[a
UiVWaVion YheTe VheTe iU a dangeT VhaV Vhe child Yill be haTmed oT Yill haTm Uomeone elUe.a
Ͳf TeUVTainV oT UeclWUion aTe WUed in VhoUe UiVWaVionU, Vhe Uchool mWUV noVif[ RaTenVU YiVhina
24 hoWTU.  FoT fWTVheT infoTmaVion TegaTding Vhe WUe of TeUVTainV and UeclWUion, RleaUe TefeTa
Vo WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU BoaTd Polic[ nWmbeT 5320-R (ȽRequirements and Proceduresa
for Use of Ph[sical Restraint and/or SeclusionȽ).a

Disciplinary Exclusion 
SRecial RToVecVionU aTe in Rlace TegaTding diUciRlinaT[ acVionU foT UVWdenVU YiVha
diUabiliVieU.  Once a child YiVh a diUabiliV[ haU been TemoXed fTom hiU oT heT cWTTenVa
RlacemenV foT a VoVal of 10 Uchool da[U in Vhe Uame Uchool [eaT, Vhe Uchool diUVTicVa
mWUV, dWTing an[ UWbUeSWenV da[U of TemoXal in VhaV Uchool [eaT, condWcV aa
ManifeUVaVion DeVeTminaVion (MD)Ƚ.a

Maˡife˦˧a˧iˢˡ De˧e˥miˡa˧iˢˡ˲
Ͳf a UVWdenV iU oT Yill be TemoXed fTom Uchool aU a TeUWlV of diUciRlinaT[a
acVion, foT moTe Vhan 10 conUecWViXe oT 10 cWmWlaViXe Uchool da[U in onea
Uchool [eaT, Vhe folloYing acVionU mWUV occWT:a a

1. WiVhin 10 Uchool da[U of Vhe UWURenUion/eZRWlUion foT a UVWdenV Yhoa
haU oT Yill, aU a TeUWlV of Vhe cWTTenV UWURenUion, Teach Vhe 11ȽVhȽ da[, aa
meeVing mWUV be held YiVh all TeleXanV membeTU of Vhe ͲEP oT SecViona
504 Veam Vo TeXieY Vhe ͲEP oT 504 Plan and diUcWUU ManifeUVaViona
DeVeTminaVion.a

○ The Uchool diUVTicV haU Vhe aWVhoTiV[ Vo imRlemenV diUciRlinaT[a
acVion immediaVel[ folloYing Vhe behaXioTal infTacVion, TegaTdleUUa
of diUabiliV[ oT UWURenUion hiUVoT[.aa

○ TheTe iU no TeSWiTemenV Vo RToXide URecial edWcaVion and/oTa
TelaVed UeTXiceU dWTing Vhe iniVial 10 da[U of UWURenUion.a

○ Ͳf Vhe UWURenUion Yill eZceed 10 cWmWlaViXe Uchool da[U YiVhin aa
Uchool [eaT, Vhe diUVTicV iU noV TeSWiTed Vo RToXide all UeTXiceU ina
Vhe ͲEP/504.  The ͲEP/504 Veam Yill make an indiXidWali\ed deciUiona
foT each UVWdenV TegaTding Vhe V[Re/inVenUiV[ of UeTXiceU Vo bea
RToXided.  The Uchool diUVTicV iU TeSWiTed Vo RToXide UeTXiceU VhaVa
Yill enable Vhe UVWdenV Vo conVinWe Vo RaTViciRaVe in Vhe geneTala
edWcaVion cWTTicWlWm and Vo RTogTeUU VoYaTd meeVing hiU/heT ͲEPa
goalU (i.e., RToXiding Vhe UVWdenV homeYoTk, RToXiding acceUU Voa
inUVTWcVional UVaff, eVc.).a

○ All UWURenUionU occWTTing afVeT Vhe iniVial ManifeUVaViona
DeVeTminaVion conUideTaVion Yill each TeSWiTe a neYa
manifeUVaVion deVeTminaVion meeVing YiVhin 10 da[U.aa

2. PaTenVU/gWaTdianU Yill be conVacVed Vo UeV WR Vhe ͲEP oT 504 Veama
meeVing, dWTing Yhich Vime, ManifeUVaVion DeVeTminaVion Yill bea
conUideTed.  Once Vhe meeVing Vime/daVe haU been deVeTmined, RaTenVUa
UhoWld TeceiXe a coR[ of VheiT ȽProcedural SafeguardsȽ, and an ͲEP/SecViona
504 ȽNotification of MeetingȽ docWmenV infoTming Vhem of Vhe deVailUa
(daVe, Vime, Rlace, and inVenV of Vhe meeVing).  All TeleXanV ͲEP Teama
membeTU mWUV be inXiVed.a
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3. The DiUVTicV SRecial SeTXiceU deUignee Yill faciliVaVe Vhe ManifeUVaViona
DeVeTminaVion meeVing and inclWde all TeleXanV Veam membeTU.a

4. Once Vhe meeVing haU been condWcVed, Vhe DeUignee mWUV Uend Vo Vhea
folloYing iVemU Vo WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU ABC BWilding (CenVTala
Office):a a

○ ͲEP oT 504 Plan ȽNotification of MeetingȽ docWmenVa
○ ManifeUVaVion DeVeTminaVion docWmenV Uigned b[ all TeleXanV ͲEPa

oT SecVion 504 Veam membeTUaa
○ DocWmenVaVion of an[ changeU in RlacemenV oT ͲEP TeXiUionUa

a
For ͲEPs:Ƚ Ͳf ͲEP TeXiUionU occWT, Vhe SRecial SeTXiceU DeUignee mWUV amend Vhe ͲEP Voa
make neceUUaT[ changeU and file Vhe MD docWmenVaVion inVo Vhe UVWdenVǷUa
cWmWlaViXe file.  CoRieU Yill be diUVTibWVed Vo Vhe RaTenV(U).aa
a
For Section 504 Plans:Ƚ An[ change of RlacemenV oT UignificanV changeU ina
accommodaVionU/modificaVionU of Vhe 504 Plan Uhall be docWmenVed on a neY 504a
EXalWaVion UWmmaT[ foTm, along YiVh neceUUaT[ UignaVWTeU.  CoRieU Yill bea
diUVTibWVed Vo Vhe RaTenV(U).aa

What if I Disagree With the School About My ChildϠs Education 
Program or Think My ChildϠs Rights are Being Denied? 
Ͳf [oW do noV belieXe [oWT childǷU URecial edWcaVion RTogTam iU helRing [oWT child UWcceed ina
Uchool, [oW UhoWld fiTUV Valk Vo [oWT childǷU VeacheT.  YoW can alUo TeSWeUV an ͲEP meeVing Voa
diUcWUU changing [oWT childǷU RTogTam if [oW Vhink a change iU neceUUaT[.  The ͲEP Teama
ma[ decide VhaV a TeeXalWaVion iU needed Vo gaVheT moTe infoTmaVion aboWV [oWT child.a
An[Vime Uchool ReTUonnel UWggeUV a TeeXalWaVion of [oWT child oT [oWT childǷU RTogTam, [oWa
Yill be inXiVed Vo RaTViciRaVe in Vhe TeeXalWaVion RToceUU.  YoW ma[ TeSWeUV an ͲEP Teama
meeVing, a mediaVion UeUUion, oT a dWe RToceUU heaTing in oTdeT Vo TeUolXe diffeTenceU VhaVa
[oW ma[ haXe YiVh Uchool officialU TegaTding [oWT childǷU edWcaVion.a

How Will I know My Child is Making Progress? 
PTogTeUU on ͲEP goalU iU TegWlaTl[ moniVoTed VhToWghoWV Vhe ͲEP [eaT.  WTiVVen ͲEP PTogTeUUa
ReRoTVU aTe TeSWiTed foWT VimeU ReT [eaT (VYo VimeU ReT [eaT foT eaTl[ childhood UVWdenVU),a
maVching Vhe fTeSWenc[ and Viming of geneTal edWcaVion TeRoTV caTdU (OcVobeT, JanWaT[,a
MaTch, Ma[).a a

Why is making progress important? 
Making aRRToRTiaVe RTogTeUU on ͲEP goalU iU Vhe ke[ Vo meaningfWl UReciala
edWcaVion.  FoT all UVWdenVU, inclWding VhoUe ReTfoTming aV gTade leXel and VhoUea
Wnable Vo ReTfoTm aV gTade leXel, a Uchool mWUV offeT an ͲEP VhaV iU ǺTeaUonabl[a
calcWlaVed Vo enable a child Vo make RTogTeUU aRRToRTiaVe in lighV of Vhe childǷUa
ciTcWmUVanceU.ǻa

a
ͲEP RTogTeUU TeRoTV infoTmaVion helRU Vhe ͲEP Veam knoY if Vhe Rlan iU YoTking foTa
Vhe UVWdenV.  ȽͲf the student is not making meaningful progress, the ͲEP teama
should meet to revise the plan so that he or she will make necessar[ progress.a

a

¬
PARENT·S GUIDE TO SPECIAL EDUCATION / 25¬



 

TRANSITIONS FROM LEVEL-TO-LEVEL 
BecaWUe of VheiT WniSWe UiVWaVionU, childTen YiVh diUabiliVieU ma[ TeSWiTe URecial Rlanninga
VhaV Yill gWide Vhem VhToWgh Vhe edWcaVional U[UVem and inVo adWlVhood.  ThiU Rlanning iUa
RaTVicWlaTl[ imRoTVanV in RTeRaTaVion foT VTanUiVionU fTom one leXel Vo anoVheT (i.e., eaTl[a
childhood Vo kindeTgaTVen, 6Vh-gTade Vo middle Uchool, eVc.).  WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolUa
Tecogni\eU VhaV each of VheUe VTanUiVion mileUVoneU iU boVh a Vime Vo celebTaVe aU Yell aU aa
Vime VhaV ma[ come YiVh Uome WneaU[ feelingU and/oT feaT of Vhe WnknoYn.  Ͳn RTeRaTaViona
foT VheUe VTanUiVionU, Ƚwe encourage parents to reach out with an[ questions ora
concerns!Ƚ  ȽYou know [our child bestȽ, and VhoWgh Vhe diUVTicV haU VTanUiVion UWRRoTVU ina
Rlace along Vhe Ya[, [oWT inRWV and inXolXemenV iU ke[ in making VheUe VTanUiVionU aUa
UmooVh aU RoUUible.a

How Can I Plan for My ChildϠs Transition? 
One Ya[ Vo RTeRaTe foT VheUe VTanUiVionU iU Vo knoY YhaV TeUoWTceU aTe aXailable.  BeloY,a
aTe a feY TeUoWTceU [oW can eZRecV oT TeSWeUV:a

● Ͳn WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU, each leXel haU iVU oYn VTanUiVion bTochWTe oTa
RamRhleV YiVh imRoTVanV and helRfWl infoTmaVion aboWV Vhe neZV leXel.a

● Each leXel alUo haU a UVTWcVWTe foT RaUUing imRoTVanV UVWdenV infoTmaVion fTom onea
Veam Vo Vhe neZV.  ThiU UVTWcVWTe diffeTU fTom leXel-Vo-leXel, Uo RleaUe donǷV heUiVaVea
Vo aUk foT moTe infoTmaVion.a

● MoUV imRoTVanVl[, [oWT ͲEP manageT and cWTTenV ͲEP Veam iU TeURonUible foT helRinga
[oW and [oWT child RTeRaTe foT Vhe neZV leXel.  Ͳn man[ caUeU, a VTanUiVion ͲEPa
meeVing Yill be UchedWled foT VhiU Rlanning RWTRoUe.  ȽParents are encouraged toa
participate, and ma[ request these meetings to occur at an[ time!a

Transition Meeting Planning 
● Questions You Ma[ Want to Ask:a

○ WhaV Yill m[ childǷU Uchool da[ look like?a
○ WhaV if m[ child needU helR aV lWnch oT TeceUU oT anoVheT leUUa

UVTWcVWTed Vime of Vhe Uchool da[?a
○ WhaV kind of commWnicaVion can Ͳ eZRecV?a
○ Who Yill be YoTking YiVh m[ child?a
○ Who do Ͳ conVacV if Ͳ haXe SWeUVionU oT conceTnU?a

● Questions You Can EZpect to Be Asked:a
○ WhaV aTe [oWT childǷU UVTengVhU?a
○ WhaV aTe [oWT gTeaVeUV conceTnU?a
○ WhaV do [oW need WU Vo knoY Vo feel comfoTVable?a

Easing the Transition 
● Take Advantage of Building Opportunities:a

○ ORen HoWUe, MeeV Vhe TeacheT NighVU, oT OTienVaVionUa
○ CommWniV[ acViXiVieU aU Vhe Uchoola

● Visit the School:a
○ ConVacV bWilding adminiUVTaVion Vo aUk aboWV VoWTing Vhe Uchoola
○ Check YiVh [oWT childǷU ͲEP manageT aboWV VhiU.  Man[ VimeU, Vhea

Uchool haU alTead[ Rlanned foT gToWR oT indiXidWal VoWT oRRoTVWniVieUa
dWTing Uchool hoWTU Vo occWT.a
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● Keep Teachers Ͳnformed:a
○ SVa[ in conVacV YiVh [oWT childǷU VeacheTU, eUReciall[ if:a

■ A change in [oWT childǷU life iU caWUing UignificanV UVTeUUa
■ YoWT child UVaTVU Vaking medicaVion VhaV ma[ effecV hiU oT heTa

behaXioT oT leaTninga
■ YoW haXe an[ conceTnU aboWV [oWT childǷU ReTfoTmance ina

Uchoola
● Sta[ Ͳnvolved:a

○ ORen lineU of commWnicaVion aTe encoWTaged and XalWeda
○ PaTenV inRWV and engagemenV iU ke[ Vo imRToXed UVWdenV UWcceUUa
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FREQUENTLY USED EDUCATIONAL TERMS 
504 
A nondiUcTiminaVion RToVecVion foT UVWdenVU YiVh Rh[Uical oT menVal imRaiTmenVU.  A child ma[ be 504 eligiblea
foT accommodaVionU WndeT a 504 Plan if he oT Uhe haU a Rh[Uical oT menVal healVh imRaiTmenV, affecVing one oTa
moTe majoT life acViXiVieU and UWbUVanViall[ limiVing fWncVioning.a

Accommodations 
AccommodaVionU aTe adjWUVmenVU made in hoY a UVWdenV YiVh a diUabiliV[ iU VaWghV oT VeUVed.a
AccommodaVionU do noV change YhaV Vhe UVWdenV iU VaWghV oT YhaV he iU eZRecVed Vo knoY.  AccommodaVionUa
aTe inVended Vo TedWce oT eXen eliminaVe Vhe effecVU of a childǷU diUabiliV[; Vhe[ do noV TedWce leaTninga
eZRecVaVionU.a

Achievement Test 
A VeUV VhaV objecViXel[ meaUWTeU edWcaVionall[ TeleXanV UkillU oT knoYledge; a VeUV VhaV meaUWTeU maUVeT[ ofa
conVenV in a UWbjecV.a

Adaptive Skills 
Dail[ liXing UkillU needed Vo fWncVion adeSWaVel[ in Vhe commWniV[, Yhich ma[ inclWde : (1) commWnicaVion, (2)a
Uelf-caTe UkillU, (3) home liXing, (4) Uocial UkillU, (5) leiUWTe, (6) healVh and UafeV[, (7) Uelf-diTecVion, (8) fWncVionala
academicU, (9) commWniV[ WUe, and (10) YoTk.a

Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) 
A ciXil TighVU laY VhaV RTohibiVU diUcTiminaVion againUV indiXidWalU YiVh diUabiliVieU in all aTeaU of RWblic life,a
inclWding jobU, UchoolU, VTanURoTVaVion, and all RWblic and RTiXaVe RlaceU VhaV aTe oRen Vo Vhe geneTal RWblic.a

Annual Goal 
A UVaVemenV(U) of YhaV a UVWdenV YiVh a diUabiliV[ can TeaUonabl[ be eZRecVed Vo accomRliUh in a [eaTǷU Vime oTa
Vhe dWTaVion of Vhe ͲEP.a

Articulation 
SReech UoWnd RTodWcVion; TefeTU Vo Vhe moXemenVU of Vhe UReech oTganU inXolXed in Vhe RTodWcVion of UReecha
UoWndU/RhonemeU.a

Assistive Technology (AT) 
A TelaVed UeTXice VhaV diTecVl[ aUUiUVU a UVWdenV in Vhe UelecVion, acSWiUiVion oT WUe of an aUUiUViXe Vechnolog[a
deXice.a

Assistive Technology Device 
An[ iVem, Riece of eSWiRmenV, oT RTodWcV U[UVem WUed Vo incTeaUe, mainVain, oT imRToXe Vhe fWncVionala
caRabiliVieU of indiXidWalU YiVh diUabiliVieU.a

Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder (ADHD) 
Ͳnattentive T[peȽ (foTmeTl[ knoYn aU AVVenVion DeficiV DiUoTdeT oT ǺADD") ǲ A neWTological diUoTdeT, Vhea
V[Rical chaTacVeTiUVicU of Yhich aTe UhoTV aVVenVion URan, diUVTacViXe behaXioT, difficWlV[ folloYing diTecVionU,a
difficWlV[ UVa[ing on VaUk, and inabiliV[ Vo focWU behaXioT; fTeSWenVl[ RTeUenVU Yhen Vhe child aVVendU Uchoola
becaWUe iV comRTomiUeU man[ UkillU needed foT academic UWcceUU, inclWding UVaTVing, folloYing VhToWgha
YiVh and comRleVing VaUkU, moXing fTom VaUk Vo VaUk and folloYing diTecVionU; diUVincV fTom a leaTninga
diUabiliV[ and UomeYhaV diffeTenV fTom aVVenVion deficiV h[ReTacViXiV[ diUoTdeT, h[ReTacViXe-imRWlUiXe anda
combined V[Re.aa
a

H[peractive - Ͳmpulsive T[peȽ ǲ A neWTological diUoTdeT, Vhe V[Rical chaTacVeTiUVicU of Yhich aTe UhoTVa
aVVenVion URan; diUVTacVibiliV[; imRWlUiXiV[; flighV of idea; RooT oTgani\aVional UkillU; Uocial immaVWTiV[;a
XaTiable ReTfoTmance; infleZibiliV[; mood UYingU; RooT UhoTV-VeTm memoT[; eZceUUiXe acViXiV[; fidgeVineUUa
and difficWlV[ UVa[ing UeaVed.aa
a

Combined T[peȽ ǲ A neWTological diUoTdeT in Yhich indiXidWalU demonUVTaVe chaTacVeTiUVicU of boVha
ͲnaVVenViXe T[Re and H[ReTacViXe-ͲmRWlUiXe T[Re.a
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Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) 
All foTmU of commWnicaVion (oVheT Vhan oTal UReech) WUed Vo eZRTeUU VhoWghVU, needU, YanVU, oT ideaU.a

Autism (AU) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of aWViUm Vhe child mWUV haXe a deXeloRmenVala
diUabiliV[ Yhich UignificanVl[ affecVU XeTbal and nonXeTbal commWnicaVion and Uocial inVeTacVion, iU geneTall[a
eXidenV befoTe age VhTee, and VhaV adXeTUel[ affecVU a childǷU edWcaVional ReTfoTmance.  OVheT chaTacVeTiUVicUa
ofVen aUUociaVed YiVh aWViUm aTe engagemenV in TeReViViXe acViXiVieU and UVeTeoV[Red moXemenVU, TeUiUVance Voa
enXiTonmenVal change oT change in dail[ ToWVineU, and WnWUWal TeURonUe Vo UenUoT[ eZReTienceU.a

Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 
AWViUm, oT aWViUm URecVTWm diUoTdeT, TefeTU Vo a Tange of condiVionU chaTacVeTi\ed b[ challengeU YiVh Uociala
UkillU, TeReViViXe behaXioTU, UReech and nonXeTbal commWnicaVion, aU Yell aU b[ WniSWe UVTengVhU anda
diffeTenceU.a

Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP) 
A BehaXioT ͲnVeTXenVion Plan, Yhich can be RaTV of Vhe ͲEP, idenVifieU UWRRoTVU and UeTXiceU VhaV Yill be RToXideda
Vo RTeXenV inaRRToRTiaVe behaXioTU fTom occWTTing and Vo UWRRoTV deUiTed behaXioTU.a

Benchmarking Assessments 
ShoTV VeUVU adminiUVeTed VhToWghoWV Vhe Uchool [eaT VhaV giXe VeacheTU immediaVe feedback on hoY UVWdenVUa
aTe meeVing academic UVandaTdU and RTogTeUUion oXeT Vime.a

Benchmarks 
BenchmaTkU aTe UVeRRing-UVoneU Vo meeVing Vhe annWal goal.  FoT eZamRle:a

● GKal​�  ​Within a ¿»�minute timeframe, Cameron will respond Ã»Î of the time when given the direction to activate a 
Big Mac switch� 

● BeJchmaNkO ​� 
o By October, Cameron will respond ¿»Î of the time ​� 
o By December, Cameron will respond Á ​»Î of Phe Pime� 
o By March, Cameron will respond Â»Î of the time� 
o By May, Cameron will respond Ã»Î of the time� 

Case Manager / IEP Manager 
The ReTUon aV Uchool Yho cooTdinaVeU a UVWdenVǷU ͲEP and UeeU VhaV iV iU caTTied oWV.  ThiU ReTUon iU Vhe fiTUVa
RoinV of conVacV foT an[ iUUWeU oT conceTnU VhaV a RaTenV ma[ haXe.  Ͳf RaTenVU YoTk YiVh oVheT agencieU, Vhe[a
ma[ YoTk YiVh oVheTU Yho aTe called caUe manageTU.a

Cognitive Ability 
The aUUeUUmenV of inVellecVWal/cogniViXe fWncVioning inclWding UReed and accWTac[ and efficienc[ of infoTmaViona
RToceUUing, TeaUoning and abUVTacV Vhinking, UVTaVegieU WUed in RToblem UolXing, aRViVWdeU, memoT[, geneTala
knoYledge baUe.a

Consent 
To giXe [oWT conUenV iU Vo giXe [oWT ReTmiUUion.  ConUenV meanU [oW WndeTUVand and agTee in YTiVing oTa
XeTball[ Vo Vhe acViXiV[ VhaV iU being TeSWeUVed, UWch aU an eXalWaVion oT an ͲEP.a

Consult 
SeTXice RToXideTU oT oVheT RTofeUUionalU Yho collaboTaVe YiVh Vhe VeacheT Vo RToXide UVTaVegieU Vo WUe YiVha
UVWdenVU.a

Curricular Adaptations 
ChangeU ReTmiUUible in edWcaVional enXiTonmenVU Yhich alloY Vhe UVWdenV eSWal oRRoTVWniV[ Vo obVain acceUU,a
TeUWlVU, benefiVU, and leXelU of achieXemenV.  TheUe adaRVaVionU conUiUV of boVh accommodaVionU anda
modificaVionU.a
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Curriculum 
CoWTUeYoTk being VaWghV.a

Daily Living Skills 
SkillU TeSWiTed foT liXing indeRendenVl[ UWch aU dTeUUing, VoileVing, baVhing, cooking, and oVheT V[Rical dail[a
acViXiVieU of nondiUabled adWlVU.a

Deaf and Hard of Hearing (D/HH) 
A VeTm WUed Vo deUcTibe an indiXidWal YiVh an[ degTee of heaTing loUU.a

Deaf-Blindness (DB) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of Deaf-BlindneUU, Vhe child mWUV haXe concomiVanVa
heaTing and XiUWal imRaiTmenVU, Vhe combinaVion of Yhich caWUeU: UeXeTe commWnicaVion needU; and oVheTa
deXeloRmenVal and edWcaVional needU.  The UeXeTiV[ of VheUe needU iU UWch VhaV Vhe[ cannoV be accommodaVeda
in URecial edWcaVion RTogTamU Uolel[ foT childTen YiVh deafneUU oT childTen YiVh blindneUU.a

Developmental Delay (DD) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of deXeloRmenVal dela[, Vhe child Uhall haXe UignificanVa
dela[ aU meaUWTed b[ aRRToRTiaVe diagnoUVic inUVTWmenVU and RTocedWTeU in one oT moTe of Vhe folloYinga
aTeaU and, b[ TeaUon VheTeof needU URecial edWcaVion and TelaVed UeTXiceU: cogniViXe deXeloRmenV, Rh[Uicala
deXeloRmenV, commWnicaVion deXeloRmenV, Uocial oT emoVional deXeloRmenV, adaRViXe behaXioT oT UkillUa
deXeloRmenV, oT a diagnoUed Rh[Uical oT medical condiVion VhaV haU a high RTobabiliV[ of TeUWlVing in aa
UWbUVanVial dela[ in fWncVion in one oT moTe of UWch aTeaU.a

Direct Services 
SeTXiceU RToXided diTecVl[ Vo Vhe UVWdenV fTom Vhe RTofeUUional.a

Dyslexia 
A URecific leaTning diUabiliV[ VhaV iU neWTological in oTigin. ͲV iU chaTacVeTi\ed b[ difficWlVieU YiVh accWTaVe and/oTa
flWenV YoTd TecogniVion and b[ RooT URelling and decoding abiliVieU. TheUe difficWlVieU V[Ricall[ TeUWlV fTom aa
deficiV in Vhe Rhonological comRonenV of langWage VhaV iU ofVen WneZRecVed in TelaVion Vo oVheT cogniViXea
abiliVieU and Vhe RToXiUion of effecViXe claUUToom inUVTWcVion. SecondaT[ conUeSWenceU ma[ inclWde RToblemU ina
Teading comRTehenUion and TedWced Teading eZReTience VhaV can imRede Vhe gToYVh of XocabWlaT[ anda
backgToWnd knoYledge.a

Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) 
FTee, aRRToRTiaVe, UReciall[ deUigned inUVTWcVion Vo meeV Vhe WniSWe needU of a child YiVh a diUabiliV[, VhTeea
[eaTU of age WnVil Vhe age of eligibiliV[ foT kindeTgaTVen, YheTe inUVTWcVion iU RToXided in an[ of Vhe folloYinga
UeVVingU: home, hoURiValU, inUViVWVionU, UchoolU, eVc.a

Early Intervention (EI) 
A U[UVem of cooTdinaVed UeTXiceU VhaV RTomoVeU Vhe childǷU age-aRRToRTiaVe gToYVh and deXeloRmenV anda
UWRRoTVU familieU dWTing Vhe cTiVical eaTl[ [eaTU.a

Emotional Disturbance (ED) 
Ͳn oTdeT Vo SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion in Vhe caVegoT[ of emoVional diUVWTbance Vhe child mWUV haXe aa
condiVion eZhibiVing one oT moTe of Vhe folloYing chaTacVeTiUVicU oXeT a long ReTiod of Vime and Vo a maTkeda
degTee VhaV adXeTUel[ affecVU a childǷU edWcaVional ReTfoTmance oT, in Vhe caUe of childTen beloY age fiXe,a
deXeloRmenV: (a) An inabiliV[ Vo leaTn VhaV cannoV be eZRlained b[ inVellecVWal, UenUoT[, healVh facVoTU. (b) Ana
inabiliV[ Vo bWild oT mainVain UaViUfacVoT[ inVeTReTUonal TelaVionUhiRU YiVh ReeTU and VeacheTU. (c) ͲnaRRToRTiaVea
V[ReU of behaXioT oT feelingU WndeT noTmal ciTcWmUVanceU. (d) A geneTal ReTXaUiXe mood of WnhaRRineUU oTa
deRTeUUion. (e) A Vendenc[ Vo deXeloR Rh[Uical U[mRVomU oT feaTU aUUociaVed YiVh ReTUonal oT Uchool RToblemU.a

Evaluation 
TeUVing and obUeTXaVionU WUed Vo deVeTmine Vhe eligibiliV[ of Vhe UVWdenV foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU. Thea
eXalWaVion lookU aV hoY Vhe child leaTnU, Vhe kindU of inUVTWcVion VhaV YoWld be UWcceUUfWl, and Vhe kindU ofa
inUVTWcVion VhaV haXe been VTied and haXe noV TeUWlVed in UWcceUU.a
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Executive Function 
The abiliV[ Vo TegWlaVe oneǷU behaXioT VhToWgh YoTking memoT[, inneT UReech, conVTol of emoVionU and aToWUala
leXelU, and anal[UiU of RToblemU and commWnicaVion of RToblem UolWVionU Vo oVheTU; dela[ed oT imRaiTed ina
ReoRle YiVh ADHD.a

Expressive Language 
An indiXidWalǷU YTiVVen, oTal, oT U[mbolic commWnicaVion.a

Extended School Year (ESY) 
EZVended School YeaT iU an eZVenUion of Vhe Uchool VeTm and iU deUigned foT Vhe RWTRoUe of addTeUUing Vhea
indiXidWal needU of UVWdenVU YhoUe edWcaVion Yill be UignificanVl[ jeoRaTdi\ed if Vhe UVWdenV iU noV RToXided ana
eZVended edWcaVional RTogTam be[ond Vhe VTadiVional Uchool [eaT.  ͲV ma[ inclWde inUVTWcVional UeTXiceU,a
UWRRoTV UeTXiceU, oT boVh.  ARRToXed ESY RTogTamU aTe fWnded VhToWgh UVaVe and diUVTicV RTocedWTeU.  EZVendeda
School YeaT iU Vhe eZceRVion, noV Vhe TWle.a

Fine Motor Skills 
Small moXemenVU UWch aU Ricking WR Umall objecVU and holding a URoon, VhaV WUe Vhe Umall mWUcleU of Vhea
fingeTU, VoeU, YTiUVU, liRU, and VongWe.a

Fluency 
RefeTU Vo Vhe UmooVh, WninVeTTWRVed, effoTVleUU floY of UReech; noTmal TaVe and Th[Vhm of UReech.a

Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) 
SRecial edWcaVion and/oT TelaVed UeTXiceU deUigned Vo meeV Vhe indiXidWal needU of each UVWdenV aV no coUV Voa
Vhe RaTenVU, gWaTanVeed Vo all UVWdenVU YiVh diUabiliVieU b[ Vhe ͲndiXidWalU YiVh DiUabiliVieU EdWcaVion AcV (ͲDEA).a

Functional Behavior Assessment (FBA) 
FWncVional behaXioT aUUeUUmenV iU a RToblem-UolXing RToceUU foT addTeUUing UVWdenV RToblem behaXioT.  ͲVa
TelieU on a XaTieV[ of aUUeUUmenVU, VechniSWeU and UVTaVegieU Vo idenVif[ Vhe RWTRoUe of URecific behaXioT and Voa
helR VeamU UelecV inVeTXenVionU Vo diTecVl[ addTeUU Vhe RToblem behaXioT.  FBAU can be WUed, aU aRRToRTiaVe,a
VhToWghoWV Vhe RToceUU of deXeloRing, TeXieYing and, if neceUUaT[, TeXiUing a UVWdenVǷU ͲEP.a

Functional Curriculum 
A cWTTicWlWm focWUed on RTacVical life UkillU and WUWall[ VaWghV in commWniV[-baUed UeVVingU YiVh concTeVea
maVeTialU VhaV aTe a TegWlaT RaTV of eXeT[da[ life.a

Functional Vision Assessment 
An aUUeUUmenV done Vo deVeTmine Vhe manneT in Yhich a child fWncVionU XiUWall[ in Vhe eXeT[da[ YoTld,a
RaTVicWlaTl[ in Vhe edWcaVional UeVVing, and adminiUVeTed b[ an edWcaVoT endoTUed Vo Veach a child YiVh XiUWala
imRaiTmenVU.a

Generalization 
The abiliV[ Vo aRRl[ a Ukill oT behaXioT leaTned in one UeVVing Vo anoVheT UeVVing oT abiliV[ Vo aRRl[ a leaTned Ukilla
oT behaXioT in neY UiVWaVionU.a

Gross Motor Skills 
LaTge moXemenVU inXolXing moXemenV and cooTdinaVion of Vhe aTmU, legU, and oVheT laTge bod[ RaTVU.aa

Hearing Impairment (HI) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of heaTing imRaiTmenV, a child mWUV haXe imRaiTmenV ina
heaTing Yhich: iU Uo UeXeTe VhaV Vhe child iU imRaiTed in RToceUUing lingWiUVic infoTmaVion VhToWgh heaTing YiVha
oT YiVhoWV amRlificaVion, oT iU ReTmanenV oT flWcVWaVing, and adXeTUel[ affecVU Vhe childǷU deXeloRmenV oTa
edWcaVional ReTfoTmance.a
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IEP Team 
The gToWR of ReoRle TeURonUible foT defining a UVWdenV'U edWcaVional Rlan.  The Veam mWUV inclWde: a RaTenV, aa
TeRTeUenVaViXe of Vhe diUVTicV Yho iU aWVhoTi\ed Vo aUUign TeUoWTceU, aV leaUV one of Vhe UVWdenV'U UReciala
edWcaVion VeacheTU/UeTXice RToXideTU, aV leaUV one of Vhe UVWdenV'U TegWlaT edWcaVion VeacheTU, and a ReTUon Voa
inVeTRTeV eXalWaVion TeUWlVU. TheTe ma[ be moTe Veam membeTU aU aRRToRTiaVe.a

Indirect Service 
ConUiUVU of YoTk on Vhe UVWdenV'U behalf VhaV enUWTeU acceUU, accommodaVionU and UeTXice cooTdinaVion.  ͲV iUa
noV a diTecV UeTXice, aU iV doeU noV occWT face Vo face YiVh Vhe UVWdenV on a dail[ baUiU.a

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) 
ͲDEA iU Vhe fedeTal laY TeSWiTing Uchool diUVTicVU Vo RToXide UVWdenVU YiVh diUabiliVieU YiVh a fTee and aRRToRTiaVea
RWblic edWcaVion.a

Individualized Education Program (IEP) 
An ͲEP iU Vhe YTiVVen Rlan VhaV deVailU Vhe URecial edWcaVion and TelaVed UeTXiceU VhaV mWUV be RToXided Vo eacha
UVWdenV Yho TeceiXeU URecial edWcaVion.  PaTenVU and Uchool ReTUonnel UhoWld YoTk VogeVheT Vo YTiVe and ͲEPa
dWTing an ͲEP meeVing.  The ͲEP mWUV be TeXieYed and TeXiUed aV leaUV once ReT [eaT.a

Individualized Family Service Plan (IFSP) 
A YTiVVen Rlan foT RToXiding eaTl[ inVeTXenVion UeTXiceU Vo an eligible child YiVh a diUabiliV[ (fTom biTVh Vo 3Tda
biTVhda[) and Vo Vhe childǷU famil[.a

Individualized Health Plan (IHP) 
A Rlan YTiVVen foT UVWdenVU YiVh healVh imRaiTmenVU VhaV coWld affecV Vhem in Vhe Uchool enXiTonmenV.a

Instructional Setting 
The locaVion and Rh[Uical chaTacVeTiUVicU of Vhe aTea in Yhich inUVTWcVion VakeU Rlace.a

Intellectual Disability (ID) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of inVellecVWal diUabiliV[, Vhe child mWUV demonUVTaVe:a
UignificanVl[ UWbaXeTage geneTal inVellecVWal fWncVioning eZiUVing concWTTenVl[ YiVh deficiVU in adaRViXe behaXioTa
and manifeUVed dWTing Vhe deXeloRmenVal ReTiod VhaV adXeTUel[ affecVU a childǷU edWcaVional oT in Vhe caUe of aa
child beloY age fiXe, a childǷU deXeloRmenVal ReTfoTmance.a

Joint Attention 
CommWnicaVion inVended Vo UhaTe focWU YiVh oVheTU ǲ commenVing, TeSWeUVing infoTmaVion, oT RToXidinga
infoTmaVion.a

Least Restrictive Environment (LRE) 
The VeTm WUed in ͲDEA Vo TefeT Vo a UVWdenVǷU TighV Vo be edWcaVed Vo Vhe maZimWm eZVenV aRRToRTiaVe YiVha
UVWdenVU Yho do noV haXe diUabiliVieU and aU cloUe Vo home aU RoUUible.a

Limited English Proficiency (LEP) 
SVWdenVU Yho aTe idenVified aU EngliUh LangWage LeaTneTU (ELL).a

Manifestation Determination (MD) 
A RToceUU TeSWiTed b[ ͲDEA Yhich iU condWcVed Yhen conUideTing Vhe eZclWUion of a UVWdenV YiVh a diUabiliV[a
VhaV iU Vhe UWbjecV of a diUciRlinaT[ acVion.a

Measuring Academic Progress (MAP) Test 
MAP aUUeUUmenVU aTe comRWVeT-adaRViXe and RTodWce accWTaVe, Teliable daVa VhaV TeXeal Vhe RTeciUe leaTninga
leXel of eXeT[ UVWdenV, TegaTdleUU of Vhe UVWdenVǷU abiliV[ oT gTade leXel. MAP idenVifieU aTeaU of UVTengVh anda
oRRoTVWniV[ aV Vhe goal leXel of a UWbjecV, aU Yell aU oXeTall ReTfoTmance. EdWcaVoTU WUe MAP daVa Vo infoTma
in-Vhe-momenV inUVTWcVional RTacViceU, gain inUighVU inVo college TeadineUU, and XieY gTade indeRendenVa
academic gToYVh.a
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Medicaid in Public Schools (MIPS) 
SVaVe laY TeSWiTeU RWblic UchoolU Vo acceUU fedeTal Medicaid fWnding foT ͲEP and ͲFSP diTecV VheTaRieU (OT, PT,a
SLͲ) RToXided Vo childTen eligible foT Medicaid.  ThiU doeU noV affecV UeTXiceU, bWV alloYU Vhe Uchool diUVTicV Voa
acceUU fWndU VhaV ma[ be aXailable YiVh RaTenV ReTmiUUion.a

Modifications 
ModificaVionU, Wnlike accommodaVionU, change Vhe leXel of inUVTWcVion RToXided oT VeUVed.  ModificaVionU cTeaVea
a diffeTenV UVandaTd foT Vhe UVWdenV TeceiXing Vhem.a

Multidisciplinary Team (MDT) 
A gToWR comRoUed of membeTU YiVh XaTied bWV comRlimenVaT[ eZReTience, SWalificaVionU, and UkillU VhaVa
conVTibWVe Vo a UVWdenV'U UWcceUU aV Uchool.aa

Multiple Impairments (Multi) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of mWlViRle imRaiTmenVU, Vhe child mWUV haXea
concomiVanV imRaiTmenVU (UWch aU menVal handicaR-XiUWal imRaiTmenV, menVal handicaR-oTVhoRedica
imRaiTmenV), Vhe combinaVion of Yhich caWUeU UWch UeXeTe deXeloRmenVal oT edWcaVional, oT in Vhe caUe of aa
child beloY age fiXe, a childǷU deXeloRmenVal needU VhaV Vhe[ cannoV be accommodaVed in URecial edWcaViona
RTogTamU Uolel[ foT one of Vhe imRaiTmenVU.a

Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 
MTSS iU an inUVTWcVional fTameYoTk VhaV inclWdeU WniXeTUal UcTeening of all UVWdenVU, mWlViRle VieTU of inUVTWcViona
and UWRRoTV UeTXiceU, and an inVegTaVed daVa collecVion and aUUeUUmenV U[UVem Vo infoTm deciUionU aV each VieTa
of inUVTWcVion.  The fTameYoTk can be WUed foT academic UWbjecVU oT RoUiViXe behaXioT UWRRoTVU.a

Natural Environment 

The naVWTal enXiTonmenV iU diffeTenV foT each child and TefeTU Vo UeVVingU VhaV aTe naVWTal oT noTmal foTa
Uame-age nondiUabled ReeTU.a

Nebraska Student-Centered Assessment System (NSCAS) 
The NebTaUka SVWdenV-CenVeTed AUUeUUmenV S[UVem (NSCAS), RTonoWnced Ǻen-UkaUU,ǻ iU a UVaVeYidea
aUUeUUmenV U[UVem VhaV embodieU NebTaUkaǷU holiUVic XieY of UVWdenVU and helRU Vhem RTeRaTe foT UWcceUU ina
RoUVUecondaT[ edWcaVion, caTeeT, and ciXic life.a

Occupational Therapy (OT) 
School-baUed occWRaVional VheTaR[ iU a TelaVed UeTXice deUigned Vo enhance a UVWdenV'U abiliV[ Vo fWll[ acceUUa
and be UWcceUUfWl in Vhe leaTning enXiTonmenV.  ThiU mighV inclWde YoTking on handYTiVing oT fine moVoT UkillUa
Uo Vhe child can comRleVe YTiVVen aUUignmenVU, helRing Vhe child oTgani\e himUelf oT heTUelf in Vhe enXiTonmenVa
(inclWding YoTkURace in and aToWnd Vhe deUk), YoTking YiVh Vhe VeacheT Vo modif[ Vhe claUUToom and/oT adaRVa
leaTning maVeTialU Vo faciliVaVe UWcceUUfWl RaTViciRaVion.a

Other Health Impairment (OHI) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of oVheT healVh imRaiTmenV, Vhe child mWUV haXe: limiVeda
UVTengVh, XiValiV[ oT aleTVneUU, inclWding a heighVened aleTVneUU Vo enXiTonmenVal UVimWli, VhaV TeUWlVU in limiVeda
aleTVneUU YiVh TeURecV Vo Vhe edWcaVional enXiTonmenV, VhaV iU dWe Vo chTonic oT acWVe healVh RToblemU Yhicha
adXeTUel[ affecVU Vhe childǷU edWcaVional, oT in Vhe caUe of a child beloY age fiXe, a childǷU deXeloRmenVala
ReTfoTmance UWch aU: aUVhma, aVVenVion deficiV diUoTdeT oT aVVenVion deficiV h[ReTacViXiV[ diUoTdeT, diabeVeU,a
eRileRU[, a heaTV condiVion, hemoRhilia, lead RoiUoning, leWkemia, neRhTiViU, TheWmaVic feXeT, Uickle cell anemia,a
ToWTeVVe U[ndTome.a
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Outcomes 

OWVcomeU aU RaTV of a childǷU ͲFSP, aTe meaUWTable changeU a famil[ YanVU Vo Uee foT VheiT child oT UomeVhinga
Vhe[ YanV foT VheiT famil[.  TheUe aTe UomeVimeU TefeTTed Vo aU ǺgoalU.ǻa

Parent 
The definiVion of RaTenV in ͲDEA inclWdeU: biological, adoRViXe oT foUVeT RaTenVU; gWaTdianU (WnleUU Vhe child iU aa
YaTd of Vhe UVaVe); indiXidWalU acVing in Vhe Rlace of naVWTal oT adoRViXe RaTenVU, UWch aU gTandRaTenVU,a
UVeRRaTenVU, oT oVheT TelaViXeU YiVh Yhom Vhe child liXeU; indiXidWalU TeURonUible foT Vhe childǷU YelfaTe; anda
aUUigned UWTTogaVeU.a

Peer Model 

Ͳn an eaTl[ childhood PeeT Model ClaUUToom, a ReeT model iU a neWToV[Rical child of a UimilaT chTonological agea
gToWR Yho UeTXeU aU a model of V[Rical behaXioT in Vhe aTeaU of UReech/langWage, cogniVion, fine and gToUUa
moVoT and Uocial UkillU.a

Percentile 
Ͳn common WUe, Vhe ReTcenVile WUWall[ indicaVeU VhaV a ceTVain ReTcenVage fallU beloY VhaV ReTcenVile.  FoTa
eZamRle, if [oW UcoTe in Vhe 25Vh ReTcenVile, Vhen 25% of VeUV-VakeTU aTe beloY [oWT UcoTe.a

Personal Care Nurse (PCN) 
Ͳn WeUVUide CommWniV[ SchoolU, a PCN iU a nWTUe hiTed b[ Vhe diUVTicV Vo RToXide boVh healVh caTeU anda
academic UWRRoTV Vo medicall[ fTagile UVWdenVU.a

Phonemic Awareness 
ͲU Vhe abiliV[ Vo maniRWlaVe UoWndU, UWch aU blending UoWndU Vo cTeaVe neY YoTdU oT UegmenVing YoTdU inVoa
UoWndU.a

Phonological Awareness 
The aYaTeneUU of hoY YoTdU UoWnd and hoY Vhe[ aTe TeRTeUenVed in YTiVVen langWage oT RTinV; abiliV[ Voa
idenVif[ and maniRWlaVe Vhe UoWndU of langWage. Man[ childTen YiVh leaTning diUabiliVieU cannoV Teadil[ leaTna
hoY Vo TelaVe leVVeTU of Vhe alRhabeV Vo Vhe UoWndU of langWagea

Physical Therapy (PT) 
A URecial edWcaVion TelaVed UeTXice RToXided Vo UWRRoTV Vhe ͲndiXidWali\ed EdWcaVion PTogTam (ͲEP) foT UVWdenVUa
ageU 3-21, Yho haXe a diUabiliV[ VhaV inVeTfeTeU YiVh VheiT edWcaVional ReTfoTmance and abiliV[ Vo benefiV fToma
VheiT edWcaVion RTogTam.aa

Picture Exchange Communication System (PECS) 
The PicVWTe EZchange CommWnicaVion S[UVem, oT PECS, alloYU ReoRle YiVh liVVle oT no commWnicaVion abiliVieUa
Vo commWnicaVe WUing RicVWTeU.a

Placement 
The WniSWe combinaVion of faciliVieU, ReTUonnel, locaVion oT eSWiRmenV neceUUaT[ Vo RToXide inUVTWcVionala
UeTXiceU Vo meeV Vhe goalU aU URecified in Vhe UVWdenVǷU ͲEP. RlacemenV iU a UeV of UeTXiceU, noV a locaVion.a

Positive Behavior Intervention and Supports (PBIS) 
PBͲS iU a RToacViXe U[UVemU aRRToach foT cTeaVing and mainVaining Uafe and effecViXe leaTning enXiTonmenVU ina
UchoolU and enUWTing VhaV all UVWdenVU haXe Vhe Uocial and emoVional UkillU needed foT UWcceUU in Uchool anda
be[ond.a

Pre-Referral Interventions 
BefoTe TefeTTing a child foT an eXalWaVion, Vhe claUUToom VeacheT ma[ Rlan UVTaVegieU Vo Uee if Vhe childǷUa
ReTfoTmance imRToXeU YiVh UimRle changeU in Vhe cWTTicWlWm oT enXiTonmenV.  TheUe aTe called ǺRTe-TefeTTala
inVeTXenVionU.ǻa a
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Present Levels of Academic Achievement and Functional Performance (PLAAFP) 
The UecVion of Vhe ͲEP VhaV UWmmaTi\eU all aURecVU of a childǷU RTeUenV leXelU of ReTfoTmance and RToXideU Vhea
foWndaVion WRon Yhich all oVheT deciUionU in Vhe ͲEP Yill be made. PLAAFPU conVain infoTmaVion VhaV TangeUa
fTom XeT[ bToad Vo highl[ URecific.aa

Prior Written Notice (PWN) 
A noVice UWRRlied Vo Vhe oVheT RaTV[ VhaV inclWdeU a deUcTiRVion of Vhe acVion RToRoUed oT TefWUed b[ Vhe Uchoola
diUVTicV oT b[ Vhe RaTenV.a

Progress Report 
A TeRoTV of UVWdenV RTogTeUU VoYaTd ͲEP goalU and objecViXeU, YTiVVen b[ ͲEP UeTXice RToXideTU once ReT SWaTVeTa
of Uchool (in alignmenV YiVh SWaTVeTl[ TeRoTV caTdU - OcVobeT, JanWaT[, MaTch, Ma[).a

Rate of Improvement (ROI) 
The TaVe of a UVWdenVǷU gToYVh, moUV commonl[ calcWlaVed Vo indicaVe Vhe amoWnV of gToYVh ReT Yeek oT Vhea
TaVe aV Yhich Vhe UVWdenV Yill need Vo make RTogTeUU ReT Yeek Vo meeV VheiT goal.a

Receptive Language 
The langWage WndeTUVood; liUVening iU TeceRViXe.a

Related Services 
SeTXiceU TeSWiTed Vo aUUiUV an indiXidWal YiVh diUabiliVieU Vo benefiV fTom URecial edWcaVion, inclWding bWV noVa
limiVed Vo: VTanURoTVaVion, occWRaVional VheTaR[, Rh[Uical VheTaR[, UReech and langWage VheTaR[, menVal healVha
UeTXiceU, and medical caTe.a

Section 504 
SecVion 504 iU Vhe common name foT Vhe fedeTal laY VhaV RTohibiVU diUcTiminaVion againUV UVWdenVU YiVha
diUabiliVieU.  SecVion 504 (of PWblic LaY 93-112, Vhe RehabiliVaVion AcV of 1973) aRRlieU Vo an[ agenc[, inclWding aa
Uchool diUVTicV, Yhich TeceiXeU fedeTal mone[.a

Sensory 
RelaVing Vo UenUaVion oT Vhe Rh[Uical UenUeU; VTanUmiVVed oT ReTceiXed b[ Vhe UenUeU.a

Service Provider 
SRecial EdWcaVion TeacheTU, SReech-LangWage PToXideTU, OccWRaVional TheTaRiUVU, Ph[Uical TheTaRiUVU, HeaTinga
ConUWlVanVU, ViUion ConUWlVanVU, AWgmenVaViXe CommWnicaVion SRecialiUVU, Job CoacheU, eVc.a

Services Coordinator 

A SeTXiceU CooTdinaVoT iU a cenVTal conVacV ReTUon Yho helRU familieU YiVh childTen YiVh URecial needU beloYa
age VhTee.  A SeTXiceU CooTdinaVoT UWRRoTVU Vhe child and famil[ VhToWgh Vhe ͲFSP RToceUU and in acceUUinga
UeTXiceU Vo achieXe famil[ and child oWVcomeU.a

Short-Term Objectives 
ShoTV-VeTm objecViXeU aTe mini-goalU VhaV lead Vo Vhe oXeTall goal.  ObjecViXeU aTe idenVified VhToWgh a VaUka
anal[UiU of Vhe goal behaXioT.  FoT eZamRle:a

● GKal​�  ​Bill will demonstrate the ability to use a checkbook with Ä»Î accuracy� 
● ShKNP�TeNm ObjecPiReO ​� 

o Bill will write dollar amounts up to ´À»»�»» in words with Ä»Î accuracy� 
o Given a date, Bill will write the date using numerals with Ä»Î accuracy� 
o Given a blank check, Bill will fill in all necessary information� 
o Bill will record amounts of checks in the registry with Ä»Î accuracy� 
o Using a calculator, Bill will identify the account balance with Ä»Î accuracy after writing a check� 
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School Psychologist 
School RU[chologiUVU aTe WniSWel[ SWalified membeTU of Uchool VeamU VhaV UWRRoTV UVWdenVU' abiliV[ Vo leaTn anda
VeacheTU' abiliV[ Vo Veach. The[ aRRl[ eZReTViUe in menVal healVh, leaTning, and behaXioT, Vo helR childTen anda
[oWVh UWcceed academicall[, Uociall[, behaXioTall[, and emoVionall[. School RU[chologiUVU RaTVneT YiVh familieU,a
VeacheTU, Uchool adminiUVTaVoTU, and oVheT RTofeUUionalU Vo cTeaVe Uafe, healVh[, and UWRRoTViXe leaTninga
enXiTonmenVU VhaV UVTengVhen connecVionU beVYeen home, Uchool, and Vhe commWniV[.a

Social Skills 
A Uocial Ukill iU an[ Ukill faciliVaVing inVeTacVion and commWnicaVion YiVh oVheTU.  Social TWleU and TelaVionU aTea
cTeaVed, commWnicaVed, and changed in XeTbal and nonXeTbal Ya[U.  The RToceUU of leaTning VheUe UkillU iUa
called Uociali\aVion.a

Special Education 
SReciall[ deUigned inUVTWcVion, aV no coUV Vo RaTenVU, Vo meeV Vhe WniSWe needU of an eligible indiXidWal,a
inclWding Vhe UReciall[ deUigned inUVTWcVion condWcVed in UchoolU, in Vhe home, in hoURiValU and inUViVWVionU, anda
in oVheT UeVVingU.  SRecial edWcaVion RToXideU a conVinWWm of UeTXiceU in oTdeT Vo RToXide foT Vhe edWcaViona
needU of each eligible indiXidWal TegaTdleUU of Vhe naVWTe oT UeXeTiV[ of Vhe edWcaVional needU.a

Specific Learning Disability (SLD) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of URecific leaTning diUabiliV[ Vhe child mWUV haXe aa
diUoTdeT in one oT moTe of Vhe baUic RU[chological RToceUUeU inXolXed in WndeTUVanding oT in WUing langWage,a
URoken oT YTiVVen, VhaV ma[ manifeUV iVUelf in an imReTfecV abiliV[ Vo liUVen, Vhink, UReak, Tead, YTiVe, URell, oT Voa
do maVhemaVical calcWlaVionU. The caVegoT[ inclWdeU condiVionU UWch aU ReTceRVWal diUabiliVieU, bTain injWT[,a
minimal bTain d[UfWncVion, d[UleZia, and deXeloRmenVal aRhaUia.a

Speech-Language Impairment (SLI) 
A UReech-langWage imRaiTmenV (SLͲ) iU diagnoUed Yhen a child'U langWage doeU noV deXeloR noTmall[ and Vhea
difficWlVieU cannoV be accoWnVed foT b[ geneTall[ UloY deXeloRmenV, Rh[Uical abnoTmaliV[ of Vhe UReecha
aRRaTaVWU, aWViUm URecVTWm diUoTdeT, aRTaZia, acSWiTed bTain damage oT heaTing loUU.a

Standard Deviation 
A meaUWTe of Vhe degTee of diUReTUion [oT URTead] in a diUVTibWVion of UcoTeU; Vhe USWaTe TooV of Vhe XaTiance.a

Stay Put 
The TWling VhaV ReTmiVU a UVWdenV Vo Temain in VheiT cWTTenV RlacemenV dWTing an[ diURWVe conceTning UReciala
edWcaVion UeTXiceU.a

Student Assistance Team (SAT) 
A Uchool Veam, Yhich inclWdeU RaTenV inRWV and Yhen aRRToRTiaVe, Vhe UVWdenV, in a RoUiViXe, RToblem UolXing,a
inVeTXenVion RToceUU. ͲV aUUiUVU UVWdenVU b[ enUWTing VhaV Vhe Uchool and commWniV[ aTe doing eXeT[Vhinga
RoUUible Vo make UVWdenVU' Uchool liXeU UWcceUUfWl.a

Supplementary Aids and Services 
SWRRlemenVaT[ AidU and SeTXiceU meanU aidU, UeTXiceU, and oVheT UWRRoTVU VhaV aTe RToXided in TegWlaTa
edWcaVion claUUeU, oVheT edWcaVion-TelaVed UeVVingU, and in eZVTacWTTicWlaT and nonacademic UeVVingU, Vo enablea
childTen YiVh diUabiliVieU Vo be edWcaVed YiVh nondiUabled childTen Vo Vhe maZimWm eZVenV aRRToRTiaVe.a

Surrogate 
A UWTTogaVe RaTenV iU a ReTUon Yho iU aRRoinVed Vo acV in Vhe inVeTeUVU of an eZceRVional UVWdenV Yho doeU noVa
haXe a RaTenV Yho can make edWcaVional deciUionU. The UWTTogaVe RaTenV YoTkU YiVh Vhe Uchool Vo Rlan Vhea
child'U URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU.a

Transition 
A UVWdenV moXing fTom one RlacemenV Vo anoVheT.  FoT eZamRle, RTeUchool Vo elemenVaT[, elemenVaT[ Voa
middle Uchool, middle Uchool Vo high Uchool, and high Uchool Vo RoUV-gTadWaVion RlanU.a
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Transition Plan 
A Rlan Vo cooTdinaVe a UeV of acViXiVieU VhaV RTomoVe moXemenV fTom Uchool Vo RoUV-Uchool edWcaVion,a
XocaVional VTaining, inVegTaVed emRlo[menV (inclWding UWRRoTVed emRlo[menV), conVinWing and adWlV edWcaVion,a
adWlV UeTXiceU, indeRendenV liXing, oT commWniV[ RaTViciRaVion.  TTanUiVion goalU aTe deVeTmined b[ Vhe ͲEPa
Team beginning aV leaUV b[ age 16 and aTe baUed on UVWdenV and famil[ XiUion, RTefeTenceU, and inVeTeUVU.a

Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of VTaWmaVic bTain injWT[, Vhe child mWUV haXe: ana
acSWiTed injWT[ Vo Vhe bTain caWUed b[ an eZVeTnal Rh[Uical foTce TeUWlVing in VoVal oT RaTVial fWncVional diUabiliV[a
oT RU[choUocial imRaiTmenV, oT boVh VhaV adXeTUel[ affecVU a childǷU edWcaVional, oT in Vhe caUe of a child beloYa
age fiXe, a childǷU deXeloRmenVal ReTfoTmance.a

Visual Impairment (VI) 
To SWalif[ foT URecial edWcaVion UeTXiceU in Vhe caVegoT[ of XiUWal imRaiTmenV, inclWding blindneUU, Vhe childa
mWUV haXe: an imRaiTmenV in XiUion VhaV, eXen YiVh coTTecVion, adXeTUel[ affecVU a childǷU edWcaVional, oT in Vhea
caUe of a child beloY age fiXe, a childǷU deXeloRmenVal ReTfoTmance. ThiU caVegoT[ inclWdeU childTen Yho haXea
RaTVial UighV oT blindneUU.a

Voice 
Voice TefeTU Vo Vhe RTodWcVion of RiVch, loWdneUU, TeUonance and Xocal SWaliV[ aRRToRTiaVe foT an indiXidWalǷUa
age and/oT gendeT.a

Ward 
Someone Rlaced WndeT Vhe RToVecVion of a legal gWaTdian.  A coWTV ma[ Vake TeURonUibiliV[ foT Vhe legala
RToVecVion of an indiXidWal.a a
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RESOURCES 
Westside Community Schools Resources 
The WCS SRecial SeTXiceU DeRaTVmenV iU conVinWall[ YoTking Vo imRToXe diUVTicV TeUoWTceUa
foT RaTenVU.  ȽPlease donǷt hesitate to reach out to [our childǷs team to requesta
additional information.Ƚ  Ͳn addiVion Vo VhiU gWide foT RaTenVU, oVheT diUVTicV maVeTialUa
cTeaVed foT RaTenVU cWTTenVl[ aXailable inclWde:a

● A PaTenVǷU GWide Vo DeXeloRing an ͲndiXidWali\ed EdWcaVion PTogTam & CommWniV[a
ReUoWTceUa

● WCS SRecial EdWcaVion TTanURoTVaVion Handbooka
● WCS TTanUiVion ReUoWTce GWide (fWll of nWmeToWU WUefWl TeUoWTceU foT all ageU)a
● LeXel-Vo-LeXel TTanUiVion BTochWTeU (Vo RToXide infoTmaVion Vo RaTenVU Yhena

childTen VTanUiVion fTom one leXel Vo Vhe neZV)a
○ FTom biTVh Vo age 3 UeTXiceU (ͲFSP) Vo age 3 Vo 5 UeTXiceU (ͲEP)a
○ FTom eaTl[ childhood Vo elemenVaT[a
○ FTom elemenVaT[ Vo middle Uchoola
○ FTom middle Uchool Vo high Uchoola
○ FTom high Uchool Vo VTanUiVion oT PTojecV SEARCHa

a

Other Helpful Resources 
Nebraska Early Development Network 

hVVRU://edn.ne.goX/cmU/a 1-888-806-6287a

Nebraska Department of Education - Office of Special Education 

hVVRU://YYY.edWcaVion.ne.goX/URed/aa 402-471-2471a

Child Find 

hVVR://YYY.childfind.ne.goX/aa 402-471-1640a

Nebraska Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Network 

hVVRU://YYY.Wnl.edW/aUdneVYoTk/homeaa 402-472-4194a

Nebraska Department of Health & Human Services 

hVVR://dhhU.ne.goXaa 402-595-1178a

Social Security Administration Office 

hVVRU://YYY.UocialUecWTiV[.goXaa 1-866-716-8299a

Vocational Rehabilitation Services (Voc Rehab) 

hVVRU://YYY.XT.ne.goXaa 402-595-2100a
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PTI Nebraska - Parent Training & Information 

hVVR://RVi-nebTaUka.oTg/aa a

Assistive Technology Partnership 

hVVRU://aVR.nebTaUka.goX/aa a

Early Childhood Training Center 

hVVRU://YYY.edWcaVion.ne.goX/oec/eaTl[-ch
ildhood-VTaining-cenVeT/aa

a

Center for Parent Information & Resources 

hVVR://YYY.RaTenVcenVeThWb.oTg/aa a

Peak Parent Center 

hVVRU://YYY.ReakRaTenV.oTg/aa a

Special Olympics of Nebraska 

hVVR://YYY.Uone.oTg/aa a

Council for Exceptional Children 

hVVRU://YYY.cec.URed.oTg/aa a

Federal Office of Special Education 

hVVRU://YYY2.ed.goX/aboWV/officeU/liUV/oUeT
U/oUeR/indeZ.hVmlaa

a
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http://pti-nebraska.org/
https://atp.nebraska.gov/
https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/early-childhood-training-center/
https://www.education.ne.gov/oec/early-childhood-training-center/
http://www.parentcenterhub.org/
https://www.peakparent.org/
http://www.sone.org/
https://www.cec.sped.org/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/osers/osep/index.html

